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All Ireland
Rosary Rally

KNOCK SHRINE
Saturday 2nd June 2012.

3.00pm: Celebration of the Eucharist.
Main Celebrant: 

Bishop Brendan Kelly, D.D.
Homilist: Fr. Paul Maria Sigl

(The Work of Jesus The High Priest)
Music: Achonry Choir

After Homily: Anointing of the Sick.
After Mass: Family rosary & songs of praise

For more information:
Fr. Michael Fitzgerald Tel: 025-84090 

Fr. Peyton Centre Tel: 096-45374 
Nancy McCormac Tel: 061-384261 

Mary O’Rourke Tel: 022-21569

Man City boss makes pilgrimage to Medjugorje
MANCHESTER City foot-
ball manager Roberto
Mancini is the latest high-
profile figure to make a
visit to Medjugorje.

Shortly before Easter he,
his wife and daughter flew
by private jet to Mostar in
order to visit the pilgrimage
village for two days.

The former Italian interna-
tional player, a Catholic,
emphasised that he had
come as a pilgrim.

“I feel peace here. I've been
waiting to come here for a
long time. I feel great here,”
he told the UK’s Metro Sport.

But asked about

Manchester City’s prospects
in the Premier League he
replied, “this is a private
visit and I do not want to
talk about football here.”

He added: “I think the
Lord and Our Lady have
more important things to
worry about than, say, my
career.”

Medjugorje first came to
international attention in
1985 when Bosnia-
Hertzgovina was still ruled
by Communists. Six chil-
dren from the area claimed
that the Virgin Mary was
appearing to them.

A commission set up by
the Vatican is examining the

alleged visions and is
expected to report to Rome
later this year.

Change
Despite the short time he

spent in the village, Mancini
climbed Apparition Hill and
Cross Mountain, met three
of the visionaries and spent
half an hour in prayer and
conversation with Vicka.

At a press conference on
the second day he said:
“Millions of people come
here, and I will come again.
I believe more and more
that Medjugorje will change
the world for the better.
When a man comes here, he

returns different, better.”
He explained that he first

heard of Medjugorje from a
priest in Genoa 25 years ago,
when he played with top
Italian football club Samp-
doria. 

“This priest came here in
the beginning of the appari-
tions of Our Lady and knew
this place was very good,”
he said. “He spoke of
Medjugorje with great joy.”

Approached by the media,
two of the visionaries, Vicka
and Mirjana, refused to go
into detail about their con-
versations with Mancini.
“He wanted it to stay pri-
vate,” said Mirjana.

• Roberto Mancini (right) with a group of reporters in front of
St James’s Church, Medjugorje.

Priest rejects attempts to
undermine Catholic schools
A LEADING authority on
Irish education has vigor-
ously defended Catholic
schools, pointing out that
in forming children, they
are “committed to the
deepest respect for both
faith and reason.”

As a result, he said, “they
contribute significantly to the
formation of rational and
mature citizens.”

Fr Michael Drumm was
speaking at a public meeting
organised by the Iona Institute
on the theme, Future of
Catholic Primary Schools in a
Pluralist Society.

Religious freedom, he
stressed is “a positive free-
dom for religion,” the freedom
to practise and share one’s
religious commitments, as
well as “freedom from coer-
cion.”

He criticised any attempt to
undermine parents’ and chil-
dren’s rights by putting the
sole focus on “freedom from
coercion”.

‘Private matter’
Connected with this

approach, he added, “is a ten-
dency to extend the meaning
of ‘coercion’, ‘proselytism’ or
‘indoctrination’ to include any
form of uninvited contact with
the religious belief or prac-
tices of others in the school.”

Taken together these two
notions would extinguish reli-
gion altogether from the pub-
lic sphere, reducing it to a
purely private matter irrele-
vant for civic and social life. 

“Such a secularist political
ideology is not ‘neutral’ and is
contrary to legitimate plural-
ism,” said Fr Drumm.

He warned against the use
of undefined notions like
‘proselytism’ and ‘indoctrina-
tion’ in an attempt to attack

Catholic schooling.
“To introduce a child to the

faith of parents through the
schooling system is not pros-
elytism or indoctrination but
education,” he said. 

He added: “Catholic parents
have the human right to form
their children in accord with

their philosophical and reli-
gious convictions.”

There is, he believed, a
temptation for some people
today to dismiss religious
belief “as inherently irrational,
divisive, and anti-intellectual.”

But this runs completely con-
trary to the Catholic education
tradition which is built on a
respect for faith and reason.

Turning to section 37 of the
Employment Equality Act, he
noted that it comes in for
much criticism especially from
teachers’ representatives. 

But “much of this is
caused,” he said, “by a misin-
terpretation of the intention
and reasoning behind this
section.”

He pointed out that without
the section “a religious body
would have no right to use reli-
gious belief and affiliation in
any of its employments. 

“Thus a Catholic parish, a

synagogue or a mosque could
not use religious belief as a
criterion for selecting their
employees. 

“It seems clear to most
observers,” said the priest,
“that this would interfere with
the constitutional right of reli-
gious bodies to run their own
affairs and it undermines the
human right of freedom of reli-
gion.”

On the theme of religious
education, he observed that
in many secular schools
across Europe children are
introduced to religions just as
one datum among many oth-
ers. 

But this amounts “to educa-
tion about religions and
beliefs, rather than education
into and from religious faith,”
he said.

● Fr Drumm is chairman of
the Catholic Schools
Partnership.

Fr Michael Drumm

A CATHOLIC bishop in Kuwait has criticised
proposals to restrict or close down Christian
churches in the country and to impose Islamic
or Sharia law.

“There will be problems if the government
adopts this proposal,” said Italian-born Bishop
Camillo Ballin, who was appointed Apostolic
Vicar a year ago.

“It is out of step with the traditions of Kuwait,
which seeks to be an open, tolerant country wel-
coming other religions besides Islam.”

The newly formed Al-Adala, the Islamic party
behind the move, denied that the law would
close churches, but admitted it would prohibit
the building of any new non-Muslim places of
worship.

It also claimed the aim was to introduce Islam-
inspired measures to fight corruption and
“strengthen national unity”.

Some 140,000 Catholics, mostly expatriates,
live in Kuwait, making up 6% of the emirate’s
population. The cathedral is dedicated to the
Holy Family and there are two other parishes.

Bishop Ballin pointed out that Christian

minorities were respected in Kuwait and that he
had “never experienced enmity” despite wear-
ing his cassock and cross everywhere.

“When religious life is guaranteed, social life
is also easier, so why can’t all our people have a
place for worship?” he asked.

He continued: “Our people are predominantly
young and zealous and wish to stay faithful to
their Catholic faith.

“They take many initiatives here, running
associations and prayer groups, meeting for
spiritual formation and helping the poor.”

A MAJOR UK study has
found that children from
broken homes are three
times as likely to run away
as those from a stable
home.

Some 84,000 children in
England run away from
home each year, and it
makes no difference
whether they are from a
poor or wealthy back-
ground.

In the study for the
Children’s Society, 7,300
teenagers (aged 14-16) from
across England were inter-
viewed.

“Children living with both
birth parents have the low-
est rates of running away,”
said the report.

On the other hand, “chil-
dren who have experienced
family change and conflict
over the past year are three
times as likely to run away
as those who have not.”

The findings further con-
firm the growing body of
research which shows that
living with their married
parents is best for children.

The Children’s Society has
spent 12 years examining
the reasons why children
run away from home. This is
the first time it examined the
huge role of family break-
up.

More than one in ten of the
runaways said they had
been hurt or harmed while
on the run, and one in six
said they had slept rough or
stayed with someone they
had just met.

Children in broken homes are
much more likely to run away

Christians in Kuwait worried by Islamic proposals

• At Mass in Kuwait
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POPE Benedict XVI has
invited all young Catholics
to find their joy in Jesus,
the risen Lord, and to help
their friends and families
to discover that joy.

He asked the young to
become “missionaries of
joy” in the modern world, to
share “the joy of salvation”,
“the perfect, full and lasting
joy which can give ‘flavour’
to our existence.”

“In these difficult times, so
many young people all
around you need to hear
that the Christian message
is a message of joy and
hope,” said Benedict.

“The way Christians live at
times appears dull and bor-
ing,” he remarked, but the
young “should be the first to
show the joyful and happy
side of faith.”

He was emphatic: “It is up
to you, young followers of
Christ, to show the world
that faith brings happiness
and a joy which is true, full
and enduring.” 

This joy, he explained,
could only come from a fear-
less openness to Christ,
from an encounter with
Jesus, which “always gives
rise to immense inner joy,
the joy of salvation.”

The young people were to
“go to those who are suffer-
ing and those who are
searching, and give them
the joy that Jesus wants to
bestow. 

“Bring it to your families,
your schools and universi-
ties, and your workplaces
and your friends, wherever
you live. You will see how
contagious it is,” said the
Pope.

The Holy Father made his
appeal in a special message

to young people on the
theme, “Rejoice in the Lord
always.”

The message is, in fact, an
extended and moving medi-
tation on the joyful impact
on a person of knowing that
he or she loved by God.

Gloom
Conscious of the gloom

that a culture of despair is
casting on the modern
world, Benedict has been
stressing the themes of joy
and hope ever more fre-
quently.

“The Church’s vocation is
to bring joy to the world, a
joy that is authentic and
enduring,” he told the
young.

This theme of joy runs right
through the gospels, from
the first word of the angel
Gabriel to the Virgin Mary,
‘Rejoice’, to the joy of the
disciples when they saw the
risen Lord.

Benedict noted that many
young people today ask if
perfect joy is even possible.
And he listed all the ordinary
events that give genuine but

short-term joy. 
But the young are often

unsure how to distinguish
God’s personal love for
them, which gives real and
lasting joy, from what simply
satisfies immediate and illu-
sory pleasures.

The Holy Father also
stressed the importance of
Sunday Mass, when the
community celebrates the
central mystery of salvation,
the death and resurrection
of Christ. 

“This is a very important
moment for all the Lord’s
disciples because his sacri-
fice of love is made present.
Sunday is the day when we
meet the risen Christ, listen
to his word, and are nour-
ished by his body and blood. 

“As we hear in one of the
Psalms: ‘This is the day the
Lord has made; let us
rejoice in it and be glad’.”

Medjugorje
June Specials

6 June from Cork
13 June from Dublin

7 nights - 
€574 inclusive

Contact Joe Walsh
Tours (01) 2410800

PENTECOST VIGIL
“The Spirit

Comes 
To Help Us

In Our
Weakness” 

Rom 8:26

Organised by the ‘Irish School of Evangelisation’ - ISOE
Tel: (01) 282 76 58 - Email: isoe@esatclear.ie

Knock Shrine
Saturday 26 May, 2012

9pm to 1.00am. 
Holy Mass at 12 midnight

Celebrant: Fr. John Harris O.P.
Vigil led by:

Fr. John Harris O.P. National Spiritual
Director, Youth 2000

Irish School of Evangelisation - Dublin
Youth 2000 – Dublin

YYOOUUNNGG PPEEOOPPLLEE EESSPPEECCIIAALLLLYY WWEELLCCOOMMEE

Do you feel alone or distant from
your spouse?

Have you lost the desire to 
communicate with each other?

Do you feel disillusioned or bored in
your marriage?

Have you separated, divorced, or
are you thinking of doing so, 

but want to try again?
The Retrouvaille 

programme can help you 
recover your marriage.

Next weekend: 
8th-10th June in Cork

Info from: 

Contact: Clive & Kathy 
026-48234

Or text or call 087-6322001
www.retrouvaille.ie

COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL

Is your marriage
stressed, unloving, cold?

Southern Catholic 
YOUTH CONFERENCE
Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th May

St Patrick’s College, Thurles 
Speakers: John Lonergan, Dr Patrica Casey, Fr Eamonn

McCarthy, Andrew O’Connell, etc. 
Contact: 

Fr. Emmet O’Hara S.C.A.: 087-7542116.
Helen Tynan: 0504 21602; 085-1160699.

Please send deposit of €20 payable to Legion of Mary 
c/o Helan Tynan, Holmelea, Mill Road, 

Thurles, Co Tipperary. 
Cost: €80 (Res) - €50 (Non-res) - Day rate available. 

Fighting fair in marriage
by Katie Sciba

My husband and I had
our first fight when
we were still dating,

seven years ago. 
But the conversation resem-

bled a formal debate more than
a boxing match – we took turns
making points and rebuttals
calmly and respectfully. 

This was more Andrew’s idea
than mine since I was the one
who called him, hot with frus-
tration. 

After I angrily presented my
case, Andrew said politely that
he would call me back because
he wanted to write down his
thoughts and hold a peaceful
discussion. 

While we exchanged views,
each of us taking notes, I
caught myself laughing with
delight that arguing with him
was such a positive experience. 

Since then, we’ve continued
to observe our Rules of
Engagement. At the centre of all,
we remain respectful of each
other, ever sensitive to the
other’s feelings.

1. You’re not out for blood.
You are both on the same team,
so you should have the same
goal for every disagreement –
to come to common ground. 

My favourite professor at col-
lege said: “My wife and I know
that arguments aren’t for either
spouse to win or lose; rather,
they are joint efforts for us to
arrive at the truth.” 

If you look at it that way, a
fight can quickly become a civil
discussion where you regard
your spouse as teammate
instead of opponent.

2. Be honest with yourself.
Don’t think that your spouse is

the only one who’s wrong; you
have to humbly accept that you
could have caused as much
pain as he/she did. 

Emotions can cloud your rea-
son preventing you from realis-
ing that maybe you’re partly to
blame. Honesty keeps the argu-
ment from becoming defensive.

3. Go to bed angry. Lists of
rules for couples go against this
advice, but I can’t agree with
such impracticality. 

Andrew and I often discuss
disagreements immediately,
but if we’re too tense to do so
charitably, then we wait. 

Time apart or a good night’s
sleep can provide the clear
thinking required for a fair
fight. And because the wound
isn’t so fresh next morning, you
can base your words on reason
more than emotions.

When all is said and done,
we’re in love; and whatever
caused the rift between us isn’t
important enough to threaten

our marriage.
Rather than arguing late at

night, take care of it next day –
but don’t let it go beyond 24
hours.

4. Don’t add insult to injury.
So many couples bring up old
wounds, grudges, character
flaws, or even name-calling in a
fight. 

Having a disagreement is dif-
ficult enough without this stuff,
so leave it out! (Much easier if
you follow rule 3).

One husband told me that he
and his wife know just the right
buttons to push to hurt each
other’s feelings and they use
them pretty often. Stick to the
subject.

5. More than words. When
it’s time to apologise, be sincere
and humble. The term, “sorry”
is meant to express sorrow.

Likewise, it is practically
anathema today to accept an
apology with “I forgive you,”
instead of “It’s ok”.

Honestly saying, “I’m sorry”
and “I forgive you” are pro-
foundly important to bringing
reconciliation to our marriage.

Andrew and I have had our
share of disagreements, but
because we focus on respecting
the dignity we each possess,
none have turned ugly. 

We regard our marriage as
bigger than any problem and
resolve our issues in peace.

Pope tells the young:
be missionaries of
joy in today’s world

Pilgrims awaiting the arrival of Pope Benedict at World Youth
Day.
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seems very strange to criti-
cise evil-doers who have
ignored the gospel while we
ourselves do the same,
refusing, for example, to
give God the honour, obedi-
ence and thanks that are his
due.

● A second point made by
many atheists is that they are
living happy, fulfilled lives.
Accepting that they are, we
can only ask, how can they
settle for so little, how can
they hope for so little?

In such a scenario, does it
really matter whether you
find your happiness in rear-
ing a family or in an endless
series of one-night stands,
in achieving success in your
work or in living on a drug-
induced high?

No hope
Some people pointed out

that their children were
brought up without belief in
God’s love, yet they are as
kind and well-adjusted as
any other kids. And, no
doubt, they are—God has
built into us a tendency
towards goodness.

Still, it must be tough for
the children, facing into life
believing that, in the long
run, there is no hope
beyond this life, that,
despite all they may
achieve, death is patiently
and triumphantly waiting
for them.

● But what was most
striking in the email
responses was that so few
attempted to defend their
atheism, or “humanism” as
some now call it. It was like
they were afraid themselves
to examine it too closely.

And that is most under-
standable, because it does-
n’t bear much rational
examination. Above all, any
idea of a “humanism” with-
out God is an absurdity.

Without God we are sim-
ply animals – a bit more
evolved than the monkeys,

perhaps, but animals
nonetheless. The idea that
human life is somehow
“sacred” or has some
greater meaning, is non-
sense.

Freedom becomes a prob-
lem. Can something that is
unspiritual, that is mere
matter, be free? Am I
responsible for my actions if
I’m not free? Where is free-
dom located – in our knee,
our heart muscles or behind
our eyes? 

Morality becomes a prob-
lem, even apart from the
issue of freedom. What is
good or evil? Why should I
act in a way that will benefit
someone else but disadvan-
tage myself?

In today’s culture of
despair killing the unborn or
the disabled newborn is
often seen as the best solu-
tion to suffering and to life’s
problems. Likewise with
suicide. Is this all that atheis-
tic “humanism” has to offer?

● Atheism is not the out-
come of science or reason-
ing or of modern living, it is
simply a lifestyle choice. 

But why, in heaven’s
name, would any sensible
person make such an
absurd, self-destructive,
despairing choice when the
Catholic faith and vision
have so much to offer?

Monthly Musings
with guest columnist, Senator Rónán Mullen

● Regularly these respons-
es refer to evils done by
Christians, or in the name of
the Catholic Church, down
through the centuries.

And we can agree that,
even allowing for gross and
deliberate distortion of the
facts, there were many
shocking evils. We can go

further and say that such
evils are, unfortunately, like-
ly to happen in the future as
well.

But it was not the
Christian gospel that led to
such suffering, destruction,
evil.

The wrong-doing was due,
rather, to the rejection of the

gospel, to the refusal by so
many people, including
many Church leaders, to let
their lives be transformed
by the gospel.

Now if that is true, then it

Many atheists have written or emailed, some
quite indignantly, in response to the various
articles here about atheism.

We are looking for leaflet 
distribution teams in all areas

with at least 12 month’s
experience.

Own transport essential.

All Homes Distribution

Tel: (01) 6237155

A priest rejects Church teaching…

SPECIAL FEATURE
by Gerard Murphy

Death is patiently waiting for them

‘Without God we are
simply animals – a bit
more evolved than the
monkeys, perhaps, but
animals nonetheless.’

Shedding light
rather than heat
■ That time-honoured maxim, ‘in essentials unity, in non-

essentials diversity, in all things charity’ comes in very

handy when arguments between Christians arise. 

We can have robust debate without getting abusive. It

does no good to tar fellow Catholics either as wishy-washy

liberals or as reactionary ‘Rick Santorum lookalikes’, even

if the temptation is strong. 

Let’s focus on excellent communication.

As someone who speaks a lot in the media (and have

made my share of mistakes), I am pleased to be involved

with a new project called Catholic Comment. 

We’re inviting Catholics with an intellectual and spiritual

commitment to Church teaching, and who can make them-

selves available to speak in the media, to contact us.

We’re following the approach used successfully by

Catholic Voices in Britain. Catholic Comment speakers will

do a lot of training and will communicate the Church’s

teaching in a non-defensive style, ‘shedding light rather

than heat’ and seeing the positive intention that often

underlies the hostile question.

If you’re interested, contact us via

www.CatholicComment.ie.

Lay people key to school ethos
THE debate about school patronage badly needs the pres-ence of lay Catholic voices, especially parents. The recent report of the Forum on Patronage andPluralism would, if implemented in a certain way, seri-ously undermine Catholic ethos in schools.The agenda here is driven by a minority. They are enti-tled to an alternative to denominational schooling for theirchildren but not to dilute the ethos of existing Christianschools. 
And their views are not representative of the generalpublic. 
Recently, over 100 parents gathered in Ashbourne, CoMeath, to protest at the Department of Education’srefusal to extend St Declan’s National School, wherethere are not enough places to meet the needs of thelocal Catholic community. 
The Department wants the children to attend the localEducate Together school, where children would not betaught their religion during school hours.
“I want my children to say their prayers in school, beforelunch, before class, as I did,” said one parent. “We have to fight as parents," said Louise Carey, whoorganised the meeting and gathered signatures from par-ents. Good for them.

IS Fr Tony Flannery the victim of
intolerant Vatican bureaucracy? Or
an agent of disunity in the Catholic
Church? 

Or something in between – a good
priest who has arrived at a breaking
point with the Church he loves, and
who needs to consider his position?

Fr Flannery is one of a group of
priests who are outspoken in opposi-
tion to Church teaching on issues like
contraception, homosexuality, mar-
ried priests and women priests. 

He is now subject to restrictions by
the Holy See. His monthly column in
the Redemptorist publication, Reality,
has been discontinued.

Through the lens of the media, the
priest or politician who dissents will
always be right. 

Unless, of course, the dissident is
publicly challenging the media con-
sensus on something like gay rights
or abortion. 

Fr Flannery is not in that category.
He is opposing Church teaching. For
which, in the media’s language, he is
now being ‘silenced by the Vatican’.

Since ‘silencing’ is such a scary, omi-
nous word, I’d like to emphasise that

Fr Flannery is still alive. He has not
been tortured nor has he been put in
a dungeon in the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith. 

He is not being restricted in his min-
istry as a priest nor, to my knowl-
edge, is he prevented from giving

homilies. He has been invited by the
Vatican to spend time praying and
reflecting on his situation.

As an independent politician, I
sympathise with anyone who feels
the urge to speak his mind. I respect
Fr Flannery’s sincerity and his ability
as a writer. 

But the Church is an inspired com-
munity. Many Catholics not only ‘get’
Church teaching but want to share it
with the world, as they believe Jesus
commanded them to do.

They feel betrayed when their
efforts are undermined by men who
have offered themselves for ordina-
tion in the Church and, by doing so,
have accepted a position of leader-
ship.

There is scope for theological debate
but the wider context must be consid-
ered. 

Here you have a priest challenging
the Church’s teaching at a time when
there is widespread ignorance of the
reasons for that teaching, as well as
considerable public humiliation of
the Church for daring to assert it.

In the words of Bertie Wooster, it’s
all “a bit thick, what?”

Benedict puts young people on
‘Highway to Heaven’
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Alive! needs your support

I wish to support Alive!. Enclosed is my donation for

€1,000          €500         €250         €100  
€50        €25        €15        other €

Name

Address

Please send your donation to:

✄

Tel: 

CU
T

OU
T

Alive! can now accept CREDIT CARD Donations & Payments

Tel: 01-404 8187
€250: JOS; OAP Dub.5;
€100: SMcC; MM
Youghal;

€80: JF;
€50: JMcS; GL; OAP
Dublin; An;

€30: ND; An;
€25: An;
€20: K+M; An; An Co.
Kildare;

€15: An;
€10: Co. Wicklow; An;
MR Tipp;

€5: An; An Waterford;
Stg: £50: GB Newry;
£30: An Newry; £25:
An; £15: Toome, Co.
Antrim.

If 8,000 people contribute just €20 each we can continue for another year.
SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO DONATED TO ALIVE! DURING APRIL

Alive!, St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24

Alive! is a registered charity. 
●If you pay PAYE and your total donation to

Alive! was €250 or more in 2011 we can
reclaim your tax. 

Please ask us for a form or Tel 01-4048187
for more info.

●If you are self-assessed or a company and your
donation to Alive! was €250 or more in 2011 you
can claim tax relief on your donation.

End of Year 2011 Returns

US programme measures
‘Catholic identity’ in schools

Is was this question which
led the Catholic Education
Foundation, based in
Rochester, New York, to
develop a “diagnostic tool” to
help Catholic schools spot
their strengths and weakness-
es.

“Catholic identity in schools
was taken for granted when
the staff and administrators
were almost exclusively cler-
gy and religious,” said Fr.
Peter Stravinskas, who heads

the foundation.
But that has changed in

recent decades, and Catholic
identity can no longer be
taken as “a given”.

The failure of schools to
address the identity issue
properly was not due to ill-
will, according to the priest. 

Rather, it often results
because some lay administra-
tors and teachers “either
never went to Catholic school
themselves,” or they attended
“in an era when Catholic
identity was waning.”

The assessment “tool”, he
told Catholic News Service,
was originally created for
Catholic high schools. 

But last year some parish
priests and principals said
they wanted something like it
for their grade (primary)
schools. So it was expanded.

The assessment, he
explained, is an opportunity to
discuss the subject. “Even just
by asking the questions, one
already has started to address
the identity issue,” he said.

The process starts with a
self-assessment by the school.
Then a team of 3 or 5 people,
put together by the founda-
tion, make an on-site visita-
tion. 

Team members visit class-
rooms; interview students,
staff and parents; observe
interactions at the school; and

write up an evaluation. They
note “atmosphere, mood, atti-
tudes, like charity” in the
school. 

They also consider the phys-
ical environment, look for
Catholic art on display, gauge
the reaction of students to the
presence of clergy and reli-
gious and see whether prayer
is a normal part of school life,
and “not simply at a once-a-
month Mass.” 

‘No resistance’
Fr Stravinskas remarked

that when he leads work-
shops about the identity issue
and talks about the assess-
ment tool, he finds “no resis-
tance to increased Catholic
identity”. Rather, he is “greet-
ed with enthusiasm for it.”

He added: “If the Catholic
identity is not there, we have
no right to be in business, it’s
deceptive advertising.”

A principal in Denver
Archdiocese spoke of the ben-

efits of the project for his
school.

“Through the assessment
we were able to identify our
areas of strength and our
areas in which we need to
grow,” he said. “It helped us
in expressing our Catholic
identity.”

He added that “a detailed
follow-up prompted the
school to develop a new
Catholic lay leadership for-
mation program for all parish
and school employees.”

In Michigan a Catholic
schools official explained:
“Measurable standards offer
the best hope for benchmark-
ing, influencing and strength-
ening a vibrant recognisable
Catholic identity within our
schools, which is why our
diocese is embarking on this
program.”

• More information about
the program is at www.catho-
liceducationfoundation.com.

HOW can Catholic primary and secondary schools mea-
sure whether or not, or to what extent, they are truly
Catholic?

A YOUNG, newly qualified
journalist has slammed
Australia’s universities for
the hopeless, destructive
outlook on life that they
foster in students.

He also questioned the role
of journalism itself in modern
society when most informa-
tion can be found on the inter-
net without the media acting
as middle-men.

“I was surprised to experi-
ence from the university
establishment a constant
assumption against Christian-
ity, realist philosophy, and the
dignity of human life,” said
Sydney-based Jason Rushton
(pictured).

In a piece for LifeSiteNews.
com (LSN), he told how, at the
start of his university course,
he was what he called “a pro-
choice agnostic,” but had, in
time, become “an unashamed-
ly pro-life Catholic.”

“I would say that half of
what got me to where I am
today was a reaction against
the boredom, emptiness and
stuffiness of this worldview
which is so propagandised in
Australian universities,” he
wrote.

He found it depressing to
discover that the Australian
media shared much of the

same bias.
“Prima facie, it is a good

thing that our media exposes
the mistreatment of cattle in
neighbouring countries,” he
wrote. 

“However, if it simultaneous-
ly remains totally silent about
the far worse treatment of our
unborn children in the middle
of our cities and suburbs,
around the places where we
go to school and go to work -
something is seriously wrong.
The media is simply not doing
its job.”

The reporter finished univer-
sity thinking that he would
probably never work in jour-
nalism.

But the horrendous stories
being reported by LSN, sto-
ries ignored by the national
media, led him to accept a job
with the news website.

Student dismay
at empty vision
of Oz education

POPE Benedict has
appointed Cardinal Marc
Ouellet as his legate to
the rapidly approaching
International Eucharistic
Congress, which takes
place in Dublin in June.

Cardinal Ouellet, a
Canadian, heads the key
Vatican department which
deals with the appoint-
ment of bishops around the
world.

Until given his present
position, he was
Archbishop of Quebec City,
which hosted the last
International Congress in
June 2008.

“As one might expect of a
Canadian bishop, Cardinal
Ouellet is fluent in English
as well as his native
French,” said one of the
organisers of the Congress.

The Papal Legate is the
special envoy of Pope
Benedict and will assume
the effective presidency
during the actual celebra-
tion of the Congress. 

He will be present
throughout the week, pre-
siding at the opening Mass
on Sunday 10 June at the
RDS and the concluding
Mass in Croke Park on the
following Sunday.

Pope appoints legate to Congress

Cardinal Ouellet
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with Anne Nolan

The

FORUM
YYYYOOOOUUUUTTTTHHHH

The old pop song says
that “girls just wanna
have fun.” But the song

is wrong. What both girls
and boys are really looking
for is happiness. 

That desire is the real
engine in your car. It takes
you absolutely everywhere
you go.

Trouble is, the desire may
be strong but the way to hap-
piness can be hard to find.
That’s why loads of people
never find it.

Sometimes you may think,
“I’d be so happy if I…” Fill in
the gap: passed my exams,
got into college, had a girl-
friend, lost weight, or a mil-
lion other things. 

You get what you want and
you’re happy for a while, but
then you discover you’re still
not really happy. A big part
of you still wants more, a lot
more.

Yep, happiness is the big,
big issue for you now when
you’re young. And it still will
be when you’re old and
wrinkly.

Is it any wonder then, that
Pope Benedict keeps coming
back to this theme when he’s
talking to young people. He
knows that for the young,
especially, happiness is the
hot button issue.

Step further
But now he has gone a step

further. He has written a let-
ter to the young people of the
world and the whole theme
of it is happiness, or joy.

If you haven’t heard about
the letter you need to tackle
your religion teacher or local
priest and ask why they are
hiding it from you.

Because it really is great
stuff, and will give you lots to
think about.

“Many young people ask
themselves: is perfect joy
really possible?” says the
Pope. And his answer is,
‘yes’.

PIER Giorgio Frassati
(right) was just 24 and
still at university when he
died from polio after a
short illness in 1925.

He came from a promi-
nent and wealthy Italian
family. His parents were
fashionable agnostics, his
father being the founder
and owner of the liberal
newspaper, La Stampa.

The family naturally
expected Turin’s leading
figures to turn out for the
funeral. Great was their
surprise, however, to find
the streets lined with
thousands of mourners,
most of them the city’s
poor.

The poor, in turn, were
amazed to learn that the
young man whom they
had come to love over the
past seven years
belonged to such an influ-
ential family.

Despite his parents’
loss of faith, Pier Giorgio
had developed a deep
spirituality from a young
age.

As he grew older his
devotion to the Mass
intensified, as did his love
of the rosary, which he
prayed daily. 

Frassati was convinced
of the need to follow up
prayer with action. He was
deeply influenced by
Rerum Novarum, Pope
Leo XIII’s great encyclical
letter on social justice.

As a student, he devot-
ed himself to the under-
privileged of Turin, often
giving his train fare to
someone needy and walk-

ing home.
A few months before his

last illness he fell in love,
but it didn’t work out and
he ended up deeply hurt
by the experience.

In the midst of his pain
he wrote to his sister,
Luciana: “You ask me if I
am happy. How could I not
be? As long as faith gives
me strength, I am happy.

“A Catholic could not be
other than happy. The
goal for which we were
created involves a path
which has its thorns, but
it is not a sad path. It is
joy, even when it involves
pain.”

Immediately after his
death the poor people of
Turin began to petition the
Church to recognise his
holiness. On 20 May
1990, Pope John Paul II
declared him “Blessed”.

For Pope Benedict, Pier
Giorgio is someone who
shows once again how
Christian joy transforms
us. 

It is “not a flight from
reality, but a supernatural
power that helps us to
deal with the challenges
of daily life,” said
Benedict.

by Caitríona Lynch

Parents often speak of
“the terrible two’s”. But
in actual fact the terri-

ble two’s are not a stand
alone area. You could say
that the there are also the
terrible 4s, 8s, 12s, etc. 

Why is this you may ask.
The reason is simple, when
we view the areas of devel-
opment in children. 

Child development hap-
pens in many different areas
and not all at the same time.
Children are developing,
emotionally, physically, cog-
nitively, psychologically and
religiously.

Take a very simple example.
A small child may cognitively
understand that the bricks
can be stacked on top of
each other to make a small
tower like he saw his big
brother doing the other day.

But the necessary physical
dexterity to perform the task
has not happened in his fin-
gers yet. Result: one very
angry and frustrated toddler
who can’t do what he wants
to do.

Fast forward
Fast forward twelve years to

some very angry and frus-
trated teenagers who think
that they are ready to take on
clubbing and dating because
they are old enough.

But as a mother or father,
you know that they are not
emotionally ready for it yet.
It’s a matter of timing, and it
is seldom perfect. 

Frustration over a physical
task an be dealt with a lot
easier than an emotional
outburst. But the resolving
of the second often requires
the resolving of the first.

Take the frustrated toddler
again. The way you can help
is to physically come along-
side him or her, comfort
them and sympathise with
them in the frustration they
are feeling.

“Oh you poor little thing,”
you may say, “that’s very dif-
ficult, please can I help you,
can we try together?”

Next you work together
with the child and praise him
when he learns to do it by
himself.

In this instance the child
learns to trust, to share and
to understand that some
tasks need help, and that
some things require time to
be spent on them.

Of course dealing with an
emotional, hormonal teenag-
er can be a lot more daunt-
ing than a 2-year-old toddler. 

Although parents who have
spent a seeming age calm-
ing down a screaming tod-
dler would probably disagree
with that statement.

With teenagers you are try-
ing to do the same thing as
with the toddler. You want to
empathise with them, let
them know that you under-
stand how frustrating it is to
want to be part of a lifestyle
that they are too young for.

Examples from your own
teen years can be helpful.
But really you are trying to
build on that trust they have
in you and that you devel-
oped in them years before. 

They know you love them
and that no matter how diffi-
cult it is, together you are
going to work it out and find
a resolution that you as the
parent must guide.

Understanding the
terrible 2s, 8s, 12s

Then he asks: “How can we
distinguish things that give
real and lasting joy from
immediate and illusory plea-
sures?” That, surely, is a key
question.

Benedict recalls that when
the angel Gabriel appeared to
Our Lady his first word to her
was “Rejoice!”

And that’s the first word the
Church now says to each of us
and, indeed, to the whole
world: “Rejoice! Be utterly
and completely happy.”

Great news
But why should we be so

happy? Because the news is
great. You can now say, “I am
personally loved by God. I
have a place in the world and
in history.”

And again, “God wants me
to share in his own divine and
eternal joy.” When you think
about it, that is breath-taking
stuff.

And how about this: “Each
meeting with Jesus always
gives rise to immense inner
joy.” 

Jesus was the cause of Our
Lady’s joy. He can also be the
cause of our joy if, like Mary,
we are eager and willing to
say ‘Yes’ to him.

And if you think that Mass is
not important, then listen up:
“Sunday is the day when we
meet the risen Christ, listen to
his word, and are nourished
by his body and blood,” says
Benedict. 

But the bit in his letter that I
like best is his encouragement
to the young to be “missionar-
ies of joy”.

Joy, he says, “has to be
shared. Go and tell other
young people about your joy
at finding the precious trea-
sure which is Jesus himself.”

And if you’re still slow to
take up that challenge, listen
to this: “It is up to you, young
followers of Christ, to show
the world that faith brings
happiness and a joy which is
true, full and enduring.”

“It is up to you…” Could
anything be plainer?

It’s the engine
in your car

You’ve got
kids!

How could I not
be happy?

■ Models at a recent up-market fashion

show in Manila walked the runway carry-

ing brightly coloured purses in different

styles by a leading designer.

What made the accessories different

was that they were made from rags col-

lected at one of the largest dumps in the

Phillipines.
A student priest who saw how the rag-

pickers were being exploited decided to

act as their middleman, getting them a

bigger return for their efforts.

He then approached the designer, who

offered his services free of charge, cre-

ating a range of goods.

A company, Rags 2 Riches, was found-

ed, and Fr Xavier Alpasa asked a young

teacher to head it.

“It’s been life-changing both for me and

for the workers we support,” she said,

stressing the need for hope in the world.

The company expects to employ at

least 3,000 weavers in the next five

years, in order to fill orders for interna-

tional fashion retailers.

Priest’s vision helps poor women

England has
most people per
square mile
■ Official UK figures show
that England now has 395
people per square kilome-
tre, making it the most
densely populated country
in Europe. Dutch figures
show that Holland has 393
people per sq. km, down
from 395 in 2002.

The figures have led to
increased calls from several
MPs for “balanced migra-
tion”, where the number of
foreigners allowed to settle
in the country would be kept
at about the same level as
the number who leave.
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Editor’s
Jottings
Editor’s
Jottings
A closer look at
stories in the
round...

It is abuse of women and children
MINISTER Alan Shatter has
revealed that the government
intends to introduce a law
“which will allow for surro-
gacy within certain circum-
stances.”

Already RTE is trying to
soften up the public to accept
this evil (see page 8).

Reporter Eithne O’Brien
complained on a recent Prime
Time clip that “commercial
surrogacy is banned in
almost every European coun-
try, forcing many Irish cou-
ples abroad.”

Likewise the banks, in using
safes, are forcing people into
armed robbery! Ms O’Brien
didn’t ask why so many
European countries ban sur-
rogacy.

But they do so because it is
a gross violation of the digni-
ty of women, of motherhood

and of the child’s well-being
or “rights”.

It assumes that a pregnant
woman is simply an imper-
sonal “carrier” for the grow-
ing child, a bit like a flower
pot.

This ignores the profound
and immensely complex rela-
tionship that forms between
the mother and the child she
is carrying. The bonding goes
on at many different levels—
physical, emotional, social,
etc.

To ignore this degrades the
whole rich experience of
motherhood. In other words,
surrogacy devalues the digni-
ty of all mothers. And in
doing so, it degrades the dig-
nity of all women.

Again, to “use” a woman in
this way demeans and
exploits her personally, and

no amount of money can
compensate for that.

Surrogacy also does great
injustice to the child. The
nine months in the womb are
critical for his or her future
happiness.

In the last decade alone,
researchers have become

much more aware that “our
health and well-being
throughout our lives are cru-
cially affected by the nine
months we spend in the
womb” (Annie Murphy Paul,
Origins).

During pregnancy the child
forms a close bond with its
mother. What deep-rooted
insecurity results when that
is ruptured at birth and the
helpless child is handed over
to strangers?

Taoiseach Enda Kenny can
put on a fine display of indig-
nation when it suits him. And
his ministers say they are
concerned for children’s
rights.

Yet they are to allow such a
massive abuse of children
and their God-given right, in
order to satisfy adult desires.
Incredible!

FOR the past 50 years or
so, a culture of despair
has been transforming
Irish society. 

It has led to the wide-
spread use of drugs, the
weakening of respect
for human life, and to
various assaults on
marriage, from the
acceptance of cohabita-
tion and homosexuality
to casual tolerance for
adultery and divorce.

Loss of hope has con-
tributed to a huge
increase in depression,
not least among young
people, to a sense that
life is without real
meaning, and to suicide.

Many people now
squander a large chunk
of their lives viewing
junk on TV or fanatical-
ly dedicated to sport.

Their enthusiasm for
the trivial hides, even
from themselves, the
boredom and emptiness
of their lives.

Of course it is never
called a culture of

despair. It, or aspects of
it, go under various
names.

Thus, we speak of a
weakening of religious
faith, a loss of “power”
for the Church, the
growth of consumer
society, individualism,
the spread of secularist
ideology, or moral rela-
tivism.

Engineered
For good or evil, some

changes would have
happened in any case,
thanks, for example, to
the flow of foreigners
into the country.

What we must realise,
however, is that many
of the harmful changes
were deliberately engi-
neered by people or
groups with their own
specific view, ambition,
aims, strategies.

The national media,
not least RTE and the
Irish Times, played a
prominent role in pro-
moting this culture of

despair.
Much of what passes

for 3rd level education
is, in fact, suffused with
it, and the same mental-
ity is now passing to
first and second levels. 

The talk therapy
industry is soaked in it;
so, more and more, are
our legal and political
systems.

Much of the thinking
in science and in moral
reasoning, especially in
“bio-ethics”, reflects
this ideology.

It has even invaded
the Church, where, for
example, some agencies
downplay or ignore the
salvific dimension of
their mission and work.

But once we realise
that the culture of
despair is not an
“inevitable” part of
modern life, when we
see how its agents oper-
ate in each area of soci-
ety, then we can expose
and oppose it. It’s time
we did so.

TAOISEACH Enda
Kenny’s recent
speech to the Fine
Gael ardfheis was
utterly bleak and
depressing. 

He spoke about
plans for jobs, fire-
walls and bank re-capitalisations (whatever
they are) and, of course, he pushed the
upcoming fiscal treaty referendum. 

But it was not so much what he said that
was depressing, it was all that he did not say.
Our political leaders, it seems, now see
Ireland simply as a soulless economy. 

We may question whether they are running
the economy for the good of their “col-
leagues” in Brussels or for the benefit of the
Irish people, but that is not the point here.

And we can recognise that a sound econo-
my is very important, even if we disagree on
how it should be organised.

But Mr Kenny needs to realise that families
are not simply economic units; and human
beings are not just replacable cogs in a colos-
sal economic machine.

Reshaped
More and more, however, that is how we are

being taught to think of ourselves. Thus, for
example, education is reshaped to meet the
demands of industry.

Again, given the latest figures on divorce,
why did Kenny make no mention of the need
to support marriage and families?

Is he aware of the concerns of the sick and
the elderly, and those who care for them?

Today politicians do not speak about God or
the need for us to be aware of our eternal des-
tiny. But why should they not? Opting to
avoid religion is, in fact, a religious decision. 

Why are they obeying a secularist ideology
that bans them from speaking sincerely of
such things, even in a general way?

They might at least remind us of the great-
ness of our dignity as God’s children.

They might also recall that the state is not
supreme, that democracy, majority vote, is
not the last word; that law must be based on
God’s law, revealed in the natural law.

Ultimately we all answer to a divine author-
ity, and acknowledging and respecting that
will make for a more just and caring society. 

Is the aim to
increase bullying?

Cogs in an economic
machineCulture of despair

must be opposed

FINTAN O’TOOLE WANTS IT BOTH WAYS
JOURNALIST Fintan O’Toole is
dismayed that for today’s politics
and business “the pursuit of per-
sonal advantage is the only possi-
ble motivating force.”

This attitude, he thinks, is part
of modernity and was “invented
by a group of American-based
mathematicians and economists
during the cold war.”

In this view, “human beings are

isolated, coldly rational crea-
tures, programmed to seek only
their own advantage.”

Nobel prize-winner, James
Buchanan, applied this under-
standing of human nature to pol-
itics and public admin, cleverly
calling it ‘public choice’ theory.

For him, “all public services
should operate as marketplaces
governed by numbers (targets)

and greed (incentives)” and his
view, laments Fintan, “has
become reality.”

It is a “bleak, joyless and para-
noid view of humanity” which
says “there is no such thing as the
common good or an honest ethic
of public service.”

We can agree that it is certainly
a bleak, joyless view. But Fintan
needs to realise that it goes back

far beyond the 1950s. Right back,
in fact, to the 1600s.

It emerged as a replacement for
Christian morality, and lies at the
roots of today’s liberalism, which
enjoys Irish Times backing.

So Fintan must decide whether
he is for the common good or for
liberal individualism. He can’t
just flip flop as it suits him.

Minister Alan Shatter

IF a pupil receives special care
from a teacher other pupils will
soon spot it and the child will end
up being called a teacher’s pet.

The same is likely to happen if
teachers single out any small
group – red heads, obese kids, etc
– for special protection. 

Particularly at second level they
will get caught into the dynamic
of teacher authority versus student independence. 

Other students will soon recognise that bullying
them, subtly or overtly, is a safe way to express resent-
ment or rebellion against teachers.

In other words, to single out a group of pupils for
special “protection” is to set them up as a target for
bullying. This has been known since history began.

And it will be no different if the small group that is
singled out by school authorities are those who show
signs of same-sex attraction.

Which raises serious questions about any specific
campaign to end bullying of these children. And
Minister Ruairi Quinn (pictured) needs to consider
these questions before heading down that road.

For example, if the children are being turned into a
target, we may wonder if the real aim here is not to
actually increase the bullying, to produce more “vic-
tims” and more “concern”.

Cynical
We may wonder too, if this is not a cynical and cruel

abuse of these children and young people in order to
promote acceptance of homosexual behaviour in soci-
ety.

Such fake concern for them is simply exploitation,
and it would be a serious matter if our Education
Minister gave any kind of support to it.

Bullying can make life a misery for any person,
young or adult. And it needs to be tackled. But the
principal way to do that is by gradually forming young
people in the virtues.

Children (and adults) also need to be taught that all
bullying is unjust, wrong and often far more hurtful
than they imagine.

But the bullying issue should not be exploited to
deny the wrongness of certain behaviours. 
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■ Has RTE learnt nothing
from the recent controver-
sies that have damaged so
badly its reputation in the
area of current affairs?

Too often we are told that
a programme is “report-
ing” or “investigating” an
issue when in fact it is actu-
ally on a campaign.

For example, on the very
night that RTE revealed its
new “journalism guide-
lines” Prime Time took up
the issue of surrogacy. The
producers were Isabel
Perceva and Tanya Sillem.

Miriam O’Callaghan
began by stating that “for
those couples who have
real problems conceiving,
surrogacy, that’s where
another woman carries a
child for you, is sometimes
their only option.”

Already the focus was
exclusively on the parents’
wishes, and O’Callaghan
implied that people have a
right to have a baby, and to
take any means to achieve
that.

She then switched to “this
report from Eithne
O’Brien.” It would have
been more accurate to say,
“this agenda-pushing
report from…”

The recorded film lasted
ten minutes, exactly half of
the time Prime Time set
aside for dealing with the
issue. It could only be
described as emotional
propaganda in favour of
surrogacy.

‘Utilised’
The propaganda featured

two couples and their cute
little babies, a doctor who
is deeply involved in the
industry, and a law lectur-
er, all of whom backed the
legalisation of surrogacy.

One mother did say, “a lot
of people have difficulty
with the ethics of surrogacy
and the utilisation of some-
body else for our dream.”

She mentioned the
woman who was “utilised”
to allow her achieve her
dream - a poor widow in
India with young children.

Here were immense
moral, social and emotion-
al issues, issues of justice
and exploitation that
demanded attention, but
RTE simply ignored them.

The mother added: “As a
result of our arrangement
her life has completely
changed now – the way she
is able to care for her chil-
dren is completely

changed.”
No questions asked about

how much money changed
hands in this “arrange-
ment” or how much the
brokers creamed off. That
would have messed up the
happy picture of surrogacy
that was being pushed.

At one point Eithne
O’Brien stated: “under
Irish law the legal mother
of a child like Robin… is a
woman and her husband
who lives thousands of
miles away, with whom
she is unlikely to ever have
any contact.”

How had this reporter
any idea what contact this
child may want to have in
the future with a mother on
whom she was completely
dependent for nine
months?

O’Brien explained that in
one scenario “the commis-

sioning father provides the
sperm but the commission-
ing mother has no genetic
role.” In other words, she is
not a mother at all, the hus-
band has a baby by another
woman.

How could RTE gloss
over such an immense vio-
lation of marriage in com-
plete silence?

After the film, which
Miriam O’Callaghan had
to admit was “obviously
very positive in relation to
surrogacy”, Breda O’Brien
was brought in to give
“another view”. 

She did well in the 4.5
minute discussion, but
could in no way compete
with the emotional impact
of the film.

RTE’s new guidelines
state: “We provide impar-
tial current affairs… We
seek to maintain a balance
of opinion that reflects the
weight of evidence” (4.3).
Impartial?

Again: “audiences should
be confident that our edito-
rial decisions are not influ-
enced by outside interests,
political or commercial
pressures, or by any per-
sonal interests” (4.4).
Indeed!

They also state “it is the
exception rather than the
norm that children… are
included in RTÉ’s Current
Affairs programming.
However when children…
are included we consider
carefully the impact of par-
ticipation in a programme
on any child.”

Just what consideration
was given to the impact all
the publicity may have in
the future on the two chil-
dren who were used to
push Prime Time’s agenda?

FILMReview

The ‘Hugo’ of the film title is 12-year-old Hugo Cabret
(Asa Butterfield), an orphan living in Paris in the
1930s. 

Put to work by his neglectful uncle, Hugo lives in a train
station, winding the clocks, scrounging for food and evad-
ing the station manager. 

Gifted at mechanics, Hugo has been trying to repair an
old clockwork robot that his father found shortly before he
died. 

Always on the lookout for missing pieces for the automa-
ton, Hugo has become a pest to the reclusive owner of a
small toy shop in the station (Ben Kingsley).

One day he meets the old man’s goddaughter, Isabelle
(Chloe Grace Moretz). The two become friends and, keen
for adventure, Isabelle decides to help Hugo fix the old
robot. 

But for the lonely Hugo, this isn’t a game; he believes the
machine contains a message from his father. And that
Isabelle’s godfather is involved in some way. 

Key
The children discover that a key given to Isabelle by her

godparents fits the automaton’s motor, and they believe
that the machine’s secrets are about to be unlocked.

But what is revealed is artwork by a famous French film-
maker from the turn of the century, one of cinema’s pio-
neers. Shocked, Isabelle realises that this man, Georges
Melies, is her godfather. 

Melies, it emerges, was thought to have been killed in
the Great War after his once-popular films were ignored
and he had gone bankrupt.

Hugely hurt by the public’s rejection, he became embit-
tered. Hugo, a fixer of objects, begins to wonder if it is up
to him to ‘fix’ this sad, old man. 

But human beings are much more complex than
machines and the question isn’t whether a person can be
fixed, but whether he wants to be.

This film celebrates everything exquisite about early cin-
ema. You revisit the vision and magic of the old filmmak-
ers and understand how cinema is still the stuff of
dreams. But it takes the story and characters to make this
work. 

Rediscovering wonder through what came before us isn’t
just a lesson in beauty and craft, it’s a lesson in life.

— Justin & Margaret Greene

Paramount Pictures - Directed by Martin Scorsese

Miriam O’Callaghan

Hugo

Does he want
to be ‘fixed’?

Has RTE learnt nothing
from its big blunders?

Joe should have burst out laughing
■ On Good Friday RTE’s
religious affairs reporter
Joe Little, confided to the
nation that unnamed but
“reliable” sources had
told him that “the Vatican
began investigating Fr
Tony Flannery two
months ago.”

And a certain priest, Joe
told us, “regretted that
such a secretive process
was being employed by
Rome.”

Unnamed but “reliable”
sources again? And then
all the “secretive process-
es” currently under way
to investigate RTE’s abuse
of power? Sauce for the
goose… But the double
irony was lost on Joe.

It seems that RTE thinks
nothing is too trivial to
report if it can be used to
put the Church, the
Vatican or Pope Benedict
in a bad light.

Eileen Dunne began the
item by announcing that
“two Catholic lay organi-
sations and a number of
prominent priests have
criticised the Vatican’s
investigation of the

Redemptorist author Fr
Tony Flannery for his lib-
eral views.”

This was gripping stuff!
But was it RTE that con-
tacted these two tiny,
fringe groups looking for
a comment? That’s called
manufacturing news. And
were any authentically
Catholic groups contact-
ed?

Then Fr Seán McDonagh
was quoted, that “Pope
Benedict couldn’t ask the
Cuban leadership to per-
mit freedom of expression
if he didn’t respect it
within the Church.”

Eileen and Joe might
have cracked up laughing
here: Fr Flannery’s little

self-inflicted difficulty
was being put on a level
with the decades-long
persecution of millions of
people under a commu-
nist dictator. 

But the pair didn’t even
smile. Mr Little did not
produce even one voice in
support of Rome. Nor did
he recognise that the
Church has a duty and a
right to defend her teach-
ing.

She also has a responsi-
bility to her members to
ensure that they are given
authentic Catholic teach-
ing, not the opinions of
dissident priests.

RTE’s new Guidelines tell
its employees: “Do not
unduly favour one per-
spective over another”
(no. 8.4). But perhaps Joe
and news editor Pat
Brennan haven’t been re-
trained yet in the new
standards of fairness.

Or perhaps anti-Catholic
“group think” is
ingrained so deeply in
sections of RTE that more
radical measures are
needed to deal with it.

Media
Watch

Joe Little

Full enquiry into RTE needed
■ Reporters like Patsy McGarry, when commenting on the
Fr Kevin Reynolds scandal presently rocking RTE, usually
note all the “fine investigative work” done by the station.

But campaigners on prolife and family issues, Catholic
education, the Nice and Lisbon treaties, etc, have long
realised the lack of fairness and balance in RTE’s news and
current affairs departments.

The present scandal confirms the need for an independent,
root and branch enquiry into RTE’s output over the past 30
years.
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False teachers
The Catholic Church was founded on the Word of
God made flesh, the Word who is Truth and who
taught “with authority”.

From the very beginning, then, truth and teaching
have been central in the life of the Church. Indeed,
Christ set up a Teaching Authority or Magisterium,
the Pope and the bishops in communion with the
Pope. 

Their service is to ensure that the Church transmits
divine teaching faithfully, so that all may live by it.
From the earliest years there have also been false

teachers in the Church. Through the centuries they
have done immense harm, leading many people
astray, depriving them of the Gospel.

Not good enough
In Fr Tony Flannery’s case, we do not know all the

facts. However, we do know that for decades now, a
number of priests, in their preaching, writing and lec-
turing, have rejected various Church teachings.

They also tried to persuade others to reject those
teachings. They may have been well-intentioned, but
that is not good enough.

Under the mantra of “free speech” they misused
their position as priests to advance their own views
and agendas. 

They betrayed their calling and their responsibility,
recklessly putting themselves and their own opinions
above the teaching of the Church.

But acting in this way while still calling oneself a
priest is, apart from anything else, dishonest and
hypocritical.
For the Church, however, the principal issue is not

authority or “rights”, it is the most important con-
cern of all, the salvation of souls.

It is for this reason that Rome must intervene when
the faithful are being led badly astray.

But that it is left to Rome to address such matters
suggests negligence or a lack of courage by various
Church authorities at home.

Alive!

Falklands hero led to Catholic
Church by Newman

But more remarkable still, said the
paper, “was the path his life later took,
for the war hero became first an
Anglican clergyman, then he left the
Church, converted to Catholicism and
went into teaching.”

Clive Dytor and his troop were
exposed on a slope and under fire from
an Argentine heavy machine gun.

Having already lost four men, and run-
ning out of ammunition, the lieutenant
stood up and led a charge against the
gun position.

“The only thought going through my
head was to get the advance moving
again and to try to regain the forward
momentum: the idea of being killed did-
n’t enter my mind,” he said.

Dytor, had joined the Royal Marines
two years earlier, after graduating from
Cambridge. 

But it was only four months after the
war, when he broke his leg playing
rugby and was recuperating in hospital

that he began to think about what he
wanted out of life.

Reflect
Educated at an Anglican boarding

school in Wales, he had always been
religious.

“It wasn’t a battlefield conversion at
all, but the war was a contributor,” he
said. “Any seismic experience will have
an effect on you. When I broke my leg,
I had time to think and assess.”

He realised he had spent a lot of time
being an action man and needed time

to reflect, “and that changed my inner
life and led to me think about the
Church.”

He trained for the Anglican ministry in
Oxford and became a school chaplain
in Kent.

But during this time of theological
study he came across the writings of
John Henry Newman and was captivat-
ed by his autobiography, the Apologia
pro Vita Sua.

Newman had led the famous Oxford
Movement but his close study of the
Church Fathers led him to the momen-
tous decision to become a Catholic,
knowing it would radically change his
life and all his relationships.

“I was hooked,” said Dytor, “and eight
years later, after an Oxford theology
degree, a curacy and a school chap-
laincy, I swam the Tiber.”

Later he became headmaster of the
Oratory school in Reading. “The school
was founded by Newman so it seemed,
and still seems, the place for me,” he
said.

THIRTY years after the Falklands
War, the UK’s Telegraph has told the
story of a young lieutenant in the
Royal Marines who won the Military
Cross for “an extraordinary act of
courage” during the war.

• Clive Dytor, then and now

“For too long, people with
Down syndrome, including
children, have been left on
the margins of society,” said
UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon in a message for
the occasion. 

“In many countries, they
continue to face stigma and
discrimination as well as
legal, attitudinal and envi-
ronmental barriers that hin-
der their participation in

their communities.”
Ban urged countries and

individuals to recognise that

people with Down syn-
drome are entitled to all
human rights and funda-
mental freedoms, and to
take part in society “on an
equal basis with others.”

Threat
The biggest threat to their

rights, however, comes from
prenatal screening for the
genetic disorder.

This has resulted in some
countries in the killing of
more than 90% of unborn
Down babies.

In a bid to combat negative
attitudes, the International

Down Syndrome Coalition
for Life launched a video
showing the views of par-
ents of Down syndrome
children.

Their comments included:
“What you think is your
greatest fear will be your
greatest blessing”; “Don’t
let the fear of her future
steal the joy out of her
today”; “He will be the easi-
est of the three”; “Different
does not mean less”; “He
will steal your heart.”

The 4-minute video can be
seen at www.idscforlife.org.

UN holds World Day to honour
Down Syndrome people

Holiday for Catholic Families
18th – 25th August

Knockadoon Holiday Camp, Co Cork.
Join with other families of faith for a

week of rest and relaxation.
Cost: €325 to €375 per family. 

Includes accommodation (in modest shared holiday
homes); daily lunch and dinner; day trip to Fota Island.

Activities include:
• Daily community prayer • Competitions 

• Day excursions • Fun and Games

Further info from Ray & Aoife De Clár 04493 30650
or Fr Maurice Colgan OP 085-2258773

Assisi &
Padua

5-night fully escorted
pilgrimage

18 August - €749 
– meals included

Contact Joe Walsh
Tours (01) 2410800

FOR the first time in its
history, the UN recently
held an international
Down Syndrome Day. The
World Day is to be held in
March each year from
now on.

A FAMOUS statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary (right)
that went missing some 150
years ago has turned up once
again, with one eye missing,
and will be put on display
after it has been restored.

The statue, Our Lady of the
Rosary, was on board the
royal galley which Don Juan of
Austria commanded during
the Battle of Lepanto in 1571.

Don Juan, half brother of
King Philip II of Spain, was
overall commander of the
Christian forces at the famous
naval battle off the west coast
of Greece.

He was given the statue by
the Venetians, who also
played a major part in the bat-
tle.

Taken to Spain, it was left by
Don Juan at his early death in

1578 to the Brotherhood of
the Galleys, and kept in a
church in Cádiz.

In 1854 the statue was
transferred to the Marine
Guards Academy of San
Fernando, forerunner of the
Spanish Naval Academy, but
went missing after a time. 

Recently it was delivered
back to the Naval Museum of
Madrid, which will carry out
the restoration work on it.

Famous Lepanto statue returned

■ A retiring public servant in
Germany hit the headlines
when the press got hold of a
parting email he sent to 500
fellow staff boasting that he
had done no work for the
past 14 years.

“Since 1998, I was present

but not really there. So I’m
well prepared for retirement
– Adieu,” he wrote. The man,
a surveyor, wrote that he
had earned more than
€725,000 without lifting a
finger.

The fault lay with the coun-
cil, he claimed, because they
employed two people for one
job and the other did it all.

Ready to retire...
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Handing On The Faith
Jaclyn Ascough

The number of people
claiming to receive pri-
vate revelations is a fea-

ture of Church life at present. 
Hardly a month goes by

without some new ‘seer’ or
‘visionary’ claiming to
receive messages from
angels, saints, the Blessed
Mother or Jesus himself. 

Is all this just the lunatic
fringe of Catholicism or is
there something of value
here?

The cynical may dismiss all
reported private revelations
as nonsense, but the reli-
giously gullible can be only
too willing to embrace the
latest ‘messages’ because
what is said ‘feels’ right or
‘seems’ to be true. 

The Church takes a differ-
ent approach to these mat-
ters. Her attitude is openness
tempered by a fair degree of
caution and healthy scepti-
cism. 

Church history shows us
the importance of such open-
ness, for Jesus and other
heavenly beings have com-
municated by private revela-
tions to chosen souls on occa-
sion.

The apparitions at Lourdes,
Fatima, Knock and Divine
Mercy are examples of reve-
lations which the Church
considers ‘worthy of belief’.

But this openness of the
Church is wedded to a cau-
tious scepticism.

Such an attitude is crucial
because experience has
shown that for every authen-
tic visionary there will be
many false ones. 

The Lourdes scholar, Fr.

René Laurentin, has shown
that after Bernadette received
the apparitions of Our Lady
at the grotto, hundreds of
people throughout France
claimed (falsely) that Our
Lady was appearing to them
as well. 

Some were undoubtedly
psychologically disturbed
whilst others just simply
wanted the notoriety. 

Sometimes, however, what
motivates false claimants is
neither a psychological con-
dition nor the desire for
attention, but money and
power.

Mamma Ebe Giorgini is a
recent case in point. Born in
Bologna in 1934, she came to
public attention in the 1970s
when she claimed she was
receiving messages from
heaven. 

Stigmata-like wounds on
her hands convinced many

When I look in a mirror
each morning I see
some pretty crazy

stuff!
I was asked recently to speak

to a group of young women.
When preparing the talk I kept
thinking: “What would I say to
myself at their age, if I could go
back in time?” 

What decisions did I make
that led me to where I am
today as a woman?

After Tom and I had known
each other for some time, it
was becoming obvious where
the relationship was going.
And it was kind of scary. 

I had been praying for my
future husband since I was
about 13 or 14 years of age,
and here was this guy.

Marrying him would mean
moving 6,000 miles away from
all my friends and family! I
went to my priest and poured
out my heart. 

In the past I had met a few
guys that I thought were “the
one”, but I was always wrong! 

I asked the priest how I
would know if Tom was the
“right one” for me. In a nut-
shell, he said that when we’re
Miss Wrong we attract Mr.
Wrong; when we’re Miss Right
we attract Mr. Right. 

So, what makes us Miss
Right or Miss Wrong? 

In the year before I met Tom
I had been trying to work on
my relationship with God. To
draw nearer to him

As Christian women when we
draw nearer to God, we
become more of Miss Right
and less of Miss Wrong. This
is what Tom saw in me. It’s
what attracted him to me.

How do we draw near to God,
our Father? Through prayer

and the sacraments, especial-
ly the Holy Eucharist and
Confession. 

As we move closer to God,
something starts to happen
inside us that eventually
shows on the outside.

Unique
God created each of us to be

unique. He made each of us
for a special purpose. Yet we
all have something in com-
mon. 

God created us with a hole in
our hearts, a hole that only he
can fill.

But we try to fill it with so
many things that aren’t God;
things we think will make us
happy, but don’t, because only
God will ever fill that hole and
bring contentment to our
souls.

It’s all about getting your pri-
orities right. Try your best to

put God first in your life. And
let him teach you how to love
yourself correctly, and others.

We don’t have to do anything
for God to love us. He just
loves us for being his daughter.

Each morning when you
wake up and look in that mir-
ror, ask, “Father God, what
kind of person do you want me
to be today?”

Nearly every morning Tom
and I pray with our children
and ask God to make us the
best version of ourselves we
can be and to make us more
like him.

Before we even get out of
bed we should rejoice in the
fact that we are a daughter of
the King! We are precious to
the Lord. 

As St. Teresa of Avila (1515-
1582) said: “God loves us far
more than we love ourselves.” 

Caution needed with ‘mystics’
Fr Owen
Gorman
Writes ...

My advice to young women
that she was authentic, but it
later emerged that the
wounds were self-inflicted. 

She founded a movement
called “The Pious Union of
the Merciful Jesus”, to care
for the infirm and the sick. 

This later became a reli-
gious order, but the Catholic
Church in Italy never gave it
official approval. Yet many
believed that Mamma Ebe
was a saint. 

She was, in fact a fraudster
who amassed a huge person-
al fortune. Arrested by the
Italian police on April 9,
1984, she is currently serving
time for fraud in an Italian
jail.

This, sadly, is not an isolat-
ed case. Many false mystics
have inflicted untold damage
on the Church by their
actions. 

Some were motivated by
money, but others were not
so much deceivers as
deceived. 

We see this in those often
pious souls who are seized
by the belief that God has
chosen them for a special
mission, to deliver his mes-
sages to the world at some
historical crisis. 

They misjudge their pious
thoughts for heavenly com-
munications and delude
themselves into thinking that
they are the next Bernadette
of Lourdes. 

But such sincere yet self-
deceiving individuals can
lead many good and faithful
souls away from the Church.
When it comes to alleged
mystics, therefore, we cannot
be too careful.

The “children’s rights” lobby
want Irish people to accept,
by referendum, the UN
Convention on the Rights of
the Child. KATHY SINNOTT
gives the background to the
Convention.

Few Irish people realise
that when it comes to
children, we now have

two quite distinct and, in
many aspects, conflicting
legal systems in operation. 

The Irish Constitution is the
basis for one. The legal base
for the other is the UN
Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

Such is the conflict between
the Constitution and the
Convention that our govern-
ment had three options:

(a) refuse to ratify the con-
vention; (b) have a referen-
dum, and ratify the conven-
tion only if the result was
‘Yes’. (c) ratify it with reserva-
tions that excluded any arti-
cles not compatible with our
constitution. 

Many countries took option
(c). For example, Moslem
countries ratified the conven-
tion only insofar as it fitted with
Sharia Law. 

But Irish officials ratified it
in 1992 with little discussion
and less fanfare. It slipped
quietly into our jurisdiction.

Since then, it, not our
Constitution, has been the
basis of most government
policy towards children.

The evidence shows that
successive Irish governments
have known that the conven-
tion is unconstitutional, but
continued to implement it
anyway.

The UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child was drawn
up in the late 1980s. 

At the time Dr James Grant
was head of UNICEF, the UN
department for children. He
was focused on saving chil-
dren’s lives.

He initiated projects for
clean water, food, primary
health care, maternity and
breastfeeding services, prima-
ry education—projects that
kept millions of children
alive. 

Pressurised
Marjorie Garvey, from New

York, was, at the time, an
observer to the UN. 

She has described how radi-
cal feminist Carol Bellamy
pressurised Grant into pro-
ducing a convention on chil-
dren’s rights.

Later, in 1995, Bellamy
would become head of
UNICEF. During her 9 years
there, critics complained that
in the name of so-called chil-
drens’ rights, Bellamy was
destroying UNICEF.

Many basic nutrition,
hydration and breastfeeding

programmes were scrapped
in favour of pet projects like
self awareness programs for
teenage girls and “fertility
control” initiatives.

In December 2004 Richard
Horton, editor of the medical
journal, The Lancet, wrote that
“it is widely, if regrettably,
accepted that UNICEF has
lost its way during Carol
Bellamy’s long term of
office.”

He added: “Her distinctive

focus has been to advocate for
the rights of children” while
she “ failed to address the
essential health needs of chil-
dren.”

For Horton, “a preoccupa-
tion with rights ignores the
fact that children will have no
opportunity for development
at all unless they survive.”

Divisions 
But back to the Children’s

Rights Convention. The final
document has clear divisions
between Grant’s sections on
child survival and the
Bellamy-feminist agenda.

Grant stressed basic health
and welfare of children, their
need for their family, ethnici-
ty, language.

Bellamy and the feminists
promoted a more radical
agenda: the child’s right to
privacy from parents, to
access all forms of media, to
sexual and reproductive ser-
vices and to be part of all
decisions that affect them.

Above all, the feminists won

out on the key principle of the
convention: 

Everything to do with chil-
dren would be determined on
“the best interest of the
child”. And it was the State
that would decide the child’s
“best interest”, thus giving
the State full control over chil-
dren.

John Ashcroft, US Attorney
General under President
Regan, described to me the
morning he read the
Convention.

He arrived in his office at
6am. The document was in
the centre of his desk, fresh
from the UN. He spent the
next three hours carefully
studying it. 

He told me that when he fin-
ished he thought, “This is a
revolution, it is the end of the
family!” 

He then picked up the
phone and advised, “Mr
President, do not ratify the
UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child.” Regan followed
that advice.

By Kathy Sinnott

State agenda for
family exposed

‘THIS IS THE END OF THE FAMILY’

Carol Bellamy

Times tables are back
■ Schools inspectors in England have called for primary
school children to be taught how to multiply using “times
tables” which they must learn by heart.

The inspectors warn in a new report that schools which fail
to teach times tables are condemning children to a lifetime
struggling with numbers.

The report by Ofsted, the schools watchdog, said that in
schools which teach maths well, pupils tended to use tradi-
tional methods to add, subtract, multiply and divide.

The inspectors made their call in a study of top-performing
schools.

“It is really important that children have the tools of arith-
metic at their finger tips,” said a spokeswoman. “Otherwise
it is like sending a plumber out on a job without him know-
ing how to use a spanner.”

Mamma Ebe Giorgini
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● Looking elegant
ELIZABETH Jennings was popu-
lar, too, her selected and collected
poems of 1979 and 1986 selling
between them 86,000 copies.

A Briefness, itself a briefness of a
poem, ends with the lines: “I
remember reflecting / ‘Women
who don’t believe in God / Don’t
bother to look elegant’,” which is
of course a highly debatable
proposition on the face of it, but
rather funny.

— Nicholas Lezard, book review
in The Guardian

● Anti-Catholic propaganda
THE Triumph of Christianity by
Professor Rodney Stark, an agnos-
tic, is a welcome dose of reality.

Stark notes that much unin-
formed and unjustified anger and
bigotry directed at the Catholic
Church not only originated in the
Enlightenment, but in Protestant
anti-Catholic propaganda. 

He goes so far as to say that
English and Dutch slander against
the Spanish Inquisition was in fact
racism or Hispanophobia. 

He observes: “Astonishing as it
may seem, the new historians of
the Inquisition have revealed that,
in contrast to the secular courts all
across Europe, the Spanish
Inquisition was a consistent force
for justice, restraint, due process
and enlightenment.”

Stark does the Church a tremen-
dous service by bringing to light
the heroic history of the Church
and showing how this past, and
the heritage of all of Christianity,
has been slandered by people who

hate Christianity.
— Brian Welter, book review for

Catholic News Service

● Patsy McGarry
I WOULD have to say, Patsy, you
show an agenda at times that I feel
questions your impartiality as the
religious affairs correspondent of
the Irish Times.

You get very irritated whenever
people question your journalism…
And that isn’t a good culture.

I think Patsy, one of the problems
in journalism is where people try
to wear two hats. On the one hand
they are doing reportage, then
they’re writing trenchant opinions
on the next page of the paper, and
I think that always raises ques-
tions…

You sometimes take advantage of
the fact that the reader doesn’t
remember all the facts and you
actually do misrepresent things in
the way that you write.

— Senator Rónán Mullen on
Today with Pat Kenny

[Mr McGarry denied Sen.
Mullen’s claims – Editor]

● Single mother
AS a parent I provide all I can, but
I think in the best possible scenario
you need to have a man.

— Film star Diane Keaton, inter-
view with AARP magazine
● Questionable
PRIME Time Investigates was very
self-congratulatory throughout a
lot of its period of existence. And I
think there was a lot of the stuff it
did that was very questionable.

— Vincent Browne on TV3

● Barack Obama
SOMETHING’S happening to
President Obama’s relationship
with those who are inclined not to
like his policies. They are now
inclined not to like him. 

His supporters would say,
“Nothing new there,” but actually
I think there is.

I’m referring to the broad, stable,
non-radical right. Among them the
level of dislike for the president
has ratcheted up sharply in the
past few months.

The president is coming across
more and more as an operator
who’s not operating in good faith.
This is hardening positions and
leading to increased political bit-
terness. And it’s his fault, too.

— Peggy Noonan, Wall Street
Journal

● Report into RTE
IT seems extraordinary that a
report of the Broadcasting
Authority of Ireland into the
unprofessional conduct of RTÉ in
its treatment of Fr Kevin Reynolds
in Mission to Prey should not

include evidence from either the
defamed person or his solicitor. 

It is even more extraordinary
that, though RTÉ has a copy of the
inquiry report, and has already
been able to launch its profession-
al and powerful PR campaign to
assuage some of the odium, nei-
ther Fr Reynolds nor his solicitor
have had sight of it.

— Jons Carlsson, letter in Irish
Times

● Source of ideas
A VIEW has now grown up in the
West that religion in the public
sphere is either irrelevant or posi-
tively harmful. 

It is believed that universal doc-
trines of human rights, enforced
by the UN and by international
courts, can settle all the moral stuff
necessary to the running of society.

But today’s God-is-dead political
order ignores the basis of so many
of the ideas it advocates. These
ideas have parentage.

They could not have been con-
ceived without Christian thought
about the intrinsic dignity of each
human person.

— Charles Moore, The Telegraph

● Infamous service?
AT the basilica in the Vatican Pope
Benedict celebrated the Lord’s
Passion ahead of the infamous
annual Way of the Cross service at
the Colosseum.

— Róisín Ní Eadhra, RTE News
on Good Friday

● Fearful
THERE is no way we can bury and

hide a painful past; it remains with
us and will remain with us. 

But that does not mean that we
shy away from announcing the
teaching and the person of Jesus
Christ. We should have no fear in
bringing his message on to our
streets, into our media, to our
younger generations.

Jesus is still there. What the
church has to fear is the fearfulness
of its own members.

— Archbishop Diarmuid Martin,
Irish Independent

● Wearing a cross
I hope that increasing numbers of
Christians adopt the practice of
wearing a cross in a simple and dis-
creet way as a symbol of their
beliefs. Easter provides the ideal
time to remind ourselves of the cen-
trality of the cross in our Christian
faith. A simple lapel cross pin costs
around £1. I hope many people will
consider giving some as gifts and
wearing them with pride.

— Cardinal Keith O’Brien, in
Easter homily

● New Age guru
THE liberation of Jesus from the
shackles of supernatural doctrine
has been a preoccupation of much
of the liberal theology of the last
200 years…

And this approach is very much
alive today. Deepak Chopra and
Eckhart Tolle, to give just two
examples among many, present
Jesus, not as the God-man risen
from the dead, but rather as a New
Age guru.

— Fr Robert Barron, on his blog

THE THINGS THEY SAY...

Diane Keaton in the film, Crimes
of the Heart.

It would “effectively eradicate
the rights of parents” and
“severely hinder a faith-based
school from fulfilling its legal
responsibility and right to uphold
a denominational school ethos,”
said an ar ticle in the Irish
Examiner.

Criticising the report from the
Forum on Patronage and
Pluralism, the article was by two
lecturers from Limerick’s Mary
Immaculate College, Fr Eamonn
Conway and theologian Rik Van
Nieuwenhove.

The two pointed out that “the
whole report implicitly professes
the core belief of secularism:
Religion has no place in the pub-
lic sphere and therefore in a mod-
ern state’s education system.”

This bias could be seen, for
example, in the forum’s demand
for a new subject called ‘educa-
tion in religions and beliefs’.

“All future teachers, regardless
of their personal beliefs, will be
obliged to learn how to teach it,
along with courses in ethics,”
said the lecturers.

‘Value free’
They continued: “It is presup-

posed that such courses can be
taught from a ‘value free’ or ‘neu-
tral’ perspective. However, this
presupposition is itself a funda-
mental tenet of one particular
belief system: the secularist
world view.”

The article strongly accused the
forum of having a “truncated
understanding of religious faith”
and “a deeply impoverished
understanding of education.”

It also pointed out that in cam-
paigning for more diversity in edu-
cation, the forum was working on
outdated data regarding religious
beliefs and practice in Ireland,
and of interpreting it superficially. 

“The most reliable and up-to-
date data is the 2011 census
which shows that 84% describe
themselves as Catholic, an
increase of five percentage points

since the previous census,” said
the authors.

They added: “The increase is
not explainable by immigration
alone, and given what has hap-
pened with regard to the Catholic
Church in Ireland over the past
few years, the figure is astonish-
ing, no matter what spin is put on
it. 

“This statistic, taken together
with the fact that non-Catholics
often choose Catholic schools
because of their evident quality,
should give the minister for edu-
cation pause for thought.”

Forum seeks to impose secularism
on faith schoolsPARENTS who want a religious education for their children have

been warned that a recent report sent to the Government “is a
serious threat” to their right to faith-based education in primary
schools.

Halt transfer of schools
■ The Iona Institute has also strongly criticised the report, accusing
it of being deeply “hostile in its intent (if not in its language) towards
denominational schools.”

The Institute called on the Catholic Church to “give serious consid-
eration to halting the transfer of any of its schools to new patron bod-
ies until the rightful independence of its remaining schools (and all
denominational schools) is guaranteed in law by the State.”

Studies challenge
green claims
■ A number of UK studies have
revealed that homeowners who spent
thousands of pounds on energy-saving
measures did not get the financial ben-
efits they expected.

Bath University examined one house
in a Victorian terrace. The family spent
more than £50,000 on ten different
improvements, including double glaz-
ing, solar heating and floor and loft
insulation.

They had been told they would save
£1,140 per year but the actual savings
came to just £269.

An official study of 67 homes in
South London found that families who
opted for a 25-year payback package
under an official Green Deal scheme
faced repayments higher than the sav-
ings.

The findings put in question
Government claims that homeowners
will recoup the cost of improvements
through savings on their energy bills.

“Before going for a Green Deal, peo-
ple have a right to know what it will
cost and what they will save,” said a
Labour MP. “Guesswork isn’t good
enough.”
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Monthly Meditation
Only one revolution 
call attention to the peculiar and radical nature of the
new faith, Christianity, in the Roman empire.

How enormous a transformation of thought, sensi-
bility, culture, morality and spiritual imagination
Christianity constituted in the age of pagan Rome:

the liberation it offered from fatalism, cosmic despair, and
the terror of occult agencies; the immense dignity it con-
ferred upon the human person… and its elevation of active
charity above all other virtues.

Among all the many great transitions that have marked
the evolution of Western civilisation, whether convulsive
or gradual, political or philosophical, social or scientific,
material or spiritual, only one – the triumph of Christianity
– can be called in the fullest sense a ‘revolution’.

It was a truly massive and epochal revision of reality, so
pervasive in its influence and so vast in its consequences as
actually to have created a new conception of the world, of
history, of human nature, of time, and of the moral good.

It was an event immeasurably more impressive in its cul-
tural creativity and more ennobling in its moral power
than any other movement of spirit, will, imagination, aspi-
ration, or accomplishment in the history of the West.

And I am convinced that, given how radically at variance
Christianity was with the culture it slowly and relentlessly
displaced, its eventual victory was an event of such
improbability as to strain the very limits of our under-
standing of historical causality.

I

KNOW YOUR 

FAITHThe Latin word for
‘teacher’ is ‘magister’.
From this we get the

word, ‘magisterium’, which is
the word the Church uses for
her authority to teach the
things of God.

This authority to teach is
exercised principally by the
Pope and the bishops in
union with the Pope. It
applies to matters of faith,
what we must believe, and
morals, how we ought to act.

So, for example, if a bishop
writes a pastoral letter
explaining Church doctrine
about the divinity of Christ or
the real presence, he is exer-
cising his teaching authority.

On the other hand, if he
gives his artistic view on a
painting or comments on an
EU treaty, these are his own
personal opinions. They are
not part of Church teaching.

But why do we have a teach-
ing authority in the Church at
all? Why can we not all just
follow our own opinions?

To see the need for a teach-
ing authority we need to begin
with divine revelation. God
has revealed himself to us,
he has given us his word. 

That word comes to us first
in his actions, such as cre-
ation or his choice of
Abraham. This is God’s “body
language”.

It comes to us also through
the prophets who interpret
God’s actions and reveal to
us how God wants us to
respond to his generosity –
with adoration, thanksgiving,

obedience and so on.
But in a supreme way God’s

word comes to us in the life
and death, and in the teach-
ing, of his Son, the Word
made flesh.

Limit
Jesus then established his

Church to continue his mis-
sion, to bring the gospel of
salvation to the whole world.
“He who hears you hears
me,” he told his disciples
(Luke 10,16).

This, in fact, put a major
limit on the Church. She could
only teach what she had
received from the Lord, or
what flowed from it. 

She could not change the
teaching in any way to make it
easier to accept, or more
attractive to people.

So the teaching authority is
there to serve. It serves the
Lord by ensuring that what he
taught is handed on to
humanity, and that it is not
distorted in any way.

But guided by the Holy
Spirit, it also serves us. It
ensures that we receive the
true Word of God, that we are
not led into error or along the
wrong path.

Our response is to listen
with respect, humility and
faith, and to accept God’s
teaching with joy.

Church teaches
with authority

In loving others we love
Christ. Yet he asks us to
prefer no one to himself. 
The radical sacrifices he

calls for, like leaving parents
or giving up land, wife or
family, are patterns for all
disciples to imitate in their
own lives. 

Jesus gives striking exam-
ples to his disciples, “por-
traying what must be in their
hearts if they are to live out
the life of the Kingdom”
(Francis Martin). 

Some Gospel passages
speak of the conflicts that
will take place in families
(e.g. Lk 12:51-59; Mt 10:21-
22; Mk 13:12-13; Lk 21:16-
17).

But Jesus did not come to
cause division or to bring the
sword, to divide families.
Division is sometimes a con-
sequence of his teaching -
some accept it while others
do not.

The above passages allude
to Micah 7:6, which also
foretells division in families
in the time of the Messiah.

Jesus used the Micah
verse to indicate that “the
time of God’s definitive activ-
ity had begun” (Francis
Martin). 

The early Christian commu-
nities used Micah 7:6
because it reflected their
experience. Betrayal and
persecution were sad facts
of life. They were suffering
because of the coming of
the Messiah.

Sometimes Jesus causes
division – people reject him
or his teaching. However, he
came to unite all to the
Father. 

He tried to reconcile and
heal families: the Prodigal
Son in Luke’s Gospel; his
miracles to help parents and
relatives in their suffering
(e.g. Jairus, the widow of
Nain, the sisters of
Lazarus). He shares the pain
of relatives, even grieving
with them. 

Jesus came to give mar-
riage (and family) back its
original beauty - to reinforce
it, not to weaken it
(Cantalamessa).

Reconciliation
Another text of Malachi

promises that at the time of
God’s direct intervention
there will be a reconciliation
in families (Mal 4:4-6).

Luke uses this text for John
the Baptist (1:17 - “to turn
the hearts of fathers to their
children”). The message of
restoration and hope is
brought to the threshold of
the Gospel.

Jesus places the natural
family in the bosom of his
new family, the Church,
those who do the will of the
Father. They are: “my brother
and sister and mother” (Mt

12:50). 
The dignity and security of

the person is now no longer
conferred primarily by family,
society or culture but from a
personal and eternal relation
to the Father. 

The new family of Jesus are
those who “hear the word of
God and do it” (Lk 8:20). The
model and image of this new
family is the one who did this
perfectly - Mary, Virgin and
Mother. 

Those who leave all to fol-
low Christ will be rewarded
(Mk 10:29-30). Luke adds
“wife” to the list of family
members “left” by disciples,
placing celibacy in the realm
of the radical discipleship pro-
posed and rewarded by
Christ.

However, in a sense all
believers are challenged to
‘leave’ their present situation
and ‘follow Jesus’ (Francis
Martin). 

Some do so in radical imi-
tation of Jesus’ own life,
leaving home, family and
country. Others do it in less
dramatic ways. We each
must do what God asks of
us.

Fr Joseph
Briody

JJeessuuss ddiivviiddeess eevveenn ffaammiilliieess

Schools led parish renewal
Iam spending a week with

my father in the small city
of Manassas, Virginia. In

this area, Catholic lay-people
have over the years started
truly Catholic schools.

The parish has grown so
much that twice in the past
30 years it has had to divide
and set up a new parish.

Two years ago such was the
pressure of numbers that my
Dad’s parish built a larger
new church with a bigger
adoration chapel.

I went with my Dad for his
holy hour last night. When
we arrived about a dozen
people were there. Over the
hour this grew to a peak of
about 70. 

There were old people like
my dad, but many were
young people on their way
home from college and
sporting activities and
young adults on their way
home from work, even two
babies with their parents for
a while.

In the main church, people
were also praying before the
altar and at Our Lady’s stat-
ue. Three priests were hear-
ing confessions.

There were long lines, so I
asked my Dad if we should
go another day. He told me
there are always lines. we
waited half an hour in line
for confession.

Confessions in this parish
are heard twice on Saturday,

one evening during the
week, eve of holydays,
before some Masses and if a
person requests it. 

Most of the people ahead of
me in line were teenagers.
For Lent, the diocese had a
campaign providing confes-
sion in every parish on
Wednesday night.

Called “The light is on,
Christ is waiting”, the cam-
paign was widely adver-
tised.

Evidence
The posters, leaflets and

notices in the church porch
gave ample evidence of an
incredible lay-led evangeli-
cal and social outpouring
from this parish’s sacramen-
tal life.

Everyone can find some-
thing: pro-life, poverty alle-
viation, chastity, youth, sin-
gles, family, home-schoolers,
seniors, disability outreach,
adult catechesis, Bible study,
retreats.

There are vocations days
(they produce a lot of voca-
tions), natural family plan-
ning, outings, pilgrimages,
marriage preparation.

The altar boys range in age
from 11 to 18; I know from

my nephews that there is a
thorough training and a
great enthusiasm for the ser-
vice. 

The Legion of Mary is
thriving in the parish. I met
two of the men who visit at
the small local prison.
Thanks to the Legion, the
number of prisoners going to
communion (and confes-
sion) has increased from one
to a dozen.

More are studying the
faith. One prisoner is now
free and has become an
active member of his presid-
ium.

And in the parish there is
an openness to new apos-
tolic efforts.

How did all this happen?

The diocese (bishops) has
been faithful. This provided
a fertile soil for Catholic
apostolates which started
with faithful or rather faith-
filled Catholic schools. 

In the 1970s a husband and
wife, Warren and Anne
Carroll, started two schools
that were faithfully Catholic,
a high school and a college.
The high school began with
$200 and 20 students. It
became so big that a second
Catholic high school has had
to start.

The then existing less-than-
Catholic schools have over
time been influenced and are
now also great.

The schools attracted
Catholic families and fos-
tered Catholic young people
who are now in turn the fam-
ilies of the parish and dio-
cese.

The presence of a strong
Catholic community has also
inspired communities of
other faiths which have also
flourished. 

This started with schools
and a willing bishop. The
destruction in Ireland also
started with schools... So
there are no prizes for what
is needed to renew the faith
in Ireland.

PS. I have just returned
from 7am Mass. Over 200
people, many school chil-
dren with their dads, were at
it.

Speaker’s Corner
By Kathy Sinnott 

The Prophet Micah
— David Bentley Hart in Atheist Delusions (2009)

Nicole Dalusung directs the
parish’s Young People’s Choir
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GOD
MEANS TO

ME!

WHAT I went in and told the priest my story and
he got me to pray with him for a while. He
then told me to go into the back room and
ring my mother, to let her know that I was
ok. 

He told me he would be there if I needed
him. I rang my mother. As soon as I heard
her voice I wept. “Patrick is that you? Are
you ok?,” she asked while also crying at
hearing my voice. 

I asked her if I could come home. She
said that she would pick me up the next
day. I moved home and my mother never
asked me once why I went away or what I
did. 

A few weeks later my dad told me that I
had no idea what my going away did to
my mother. She didn’t sleep for the first
week, crying and praying on the edge of
the bed that I would contact her and come
home safe.

I didn’t think much of it when my dad
was talking, but that night when I was
lying in bed I thought about what he said.
My mother prayed that I would come
home. 

Why did I go into that church on that
day? It dawned on me then, that I was led
home through the church and my moth-
er’s prayers. 

After being home for a few weeks Fr.
O’Shea asked me to join the youth club as
a leader and from this he invited me to a
small retreat in Bru na Graigue in
Balliferiter, Co. Kerry. 

Here I was told about the Youth 2000
summer retreat that was coming up in
Clonmacnois, and was asked if I’d go. I
said I would, to see what it was like. 

I went there, along with about 1,000 other
young people from around the country. Fr.
Larry, the guest speaker, was from
America and he gave me a whole new
enthusiasm for my Catholic faith. 

I came away rejuvenated. He showed me
just how much I mean to God and asked
why I don’t spend more time with God. It
was a very intense experience but it was
what I needed at that time. 

I am now doing a lot better because I
know now that
wherever I go I
will never be
alone. That I
always have
Jesus in my
heart.

Aged 24, I am the oldest of 8 chil-
dren, the youngest being 13. I was
always the person that needed a

second chance. 
I didn’t get the points I needed for col-

lege after my Leaving Cert. I had to repeat
the exam and then when I finally got to
college I failed my first year and dropped
out. 

My parents then wanted me to join the
guards so I went through all the exams
and eventually got in. 

I passed all my exams in Templemore
and was placed in a station in Dublin. I
didn’t know any people in the capital and
became very lonely.

I started drinking and then found myself
not wanting to go to work. I had a few bad
experiences on patrol also. I felt I didn’t
have the heart to do the job any longer, so
I left the gardai.

I left, but I didn’t go home or contact my
parents. How could I tell them, who were
so proud of me being in the guards, that I
quit? That I threw away a job with guar-
anteed employment until I retired and
then a good pension? 

I left and didn’t say a word to my par-
ents. I moved to Limerick city and got a
job there in Argos. The job was only sea-
sonal and didn’t last too long.

I spent Christmas alone that year in a
house with no heating or electricity
because I didn’t have the money to pay for
it. It was the worst time of my life. I was
desperately alone. 

Shortly after Christmas I couldn’t take it
any longer. I had to talk to someone about
the pain I felt, and that I missed my fami-
ly.

One day I was walking through
Castletroy and was passing a church so I
thought I’d pop in and talk to a priest. I
figured that priests had to listen and there
was nobody else around to talk to. 

Paddy Sheehan
is a student of
radio production
& media studies

Throughout 1571
reports were reaching
Rome that the

Ottoman Empire was gath-
ering an enormous fleet in
the Gulf of Lepanto, (now
the Gulf of Corinth) on the
west coast of Greece.

The Turks were prepa-
pring for an invasion of
Italy, opening for them the
door to all Europe. 

During that time Pope
Pius V had tried desperate-
ly to alert the Western
powers to the Moslem dan-
ger, but France, Germany
and England were too busy
fighting among themselves
to pay attention.

Only Don Juan of Austria,
then aged 24, the half-
brother of King Philip of
Spain, responded to the
Pope’s call.

He succeeded in gather-
ing a fleet, with ships from
the Mediterranean powers
of Venice, Spain, Genoa,
Malta and the Papal
States, all sailing under
tha banner of the Holy
League.

Leaving Messina in Sicily
with his 212 galleys,
including 6 large galleys
with mounted artillery, Don
Juan rowed east.

Up against him was Ali
Pasha, on the Sultana,
commanding 286 galleys.
Leaving his base in the
Gulf of Lepanto, Pasha
moved confidently to inter-
cept the Christian fleet.

Rowing his ships were
thousand of Christian
slaves who had been cap-
tured in raids on coastal
villages around the
Mediterranean. Starved,
beaten and kept in filthy
conditions, they were
chained to the great oars.

A sense of doom had by
now spread through
Europe. Few had any hope
that the Turks could be
beaten. Pope Pius had

called on Catholics every-
where to pray the rosary
for victory.

On 7th October the two
fleets came in sight of
each other, in the Gulf of
Lepanto. In forming for bat-
tle Don Juan divided his
fleet in four, holding one
division in reserve. He
took command of the cen-
tre himself, with the
Venetians to the north, still
angry at the appalling tor-
ture and slaughter that the
Turks had inflicted on thou-
sands of Venetians a short
time earlier.

Battle raged
Don Juan pushed the

large galleys out in front
where their superior fire
sank a number of the
Turkish ships and disrupt-
ed the Ottoman forma-
tions. For six hours the bat-
tle raged.

On the third attempt, Don
Juan’s men boarded the
Sultana and killed Ali
Pasha. His head was dis-
played on a pike.

The sight of their com-
mander's head had a
severe impact on Ottoman
morale and the galleys that
could still retreat began
withdrawing around 4pm.

In the battle, the Holy
League lost 50 galleys and
some 13,000 men. At the
same time they freed an
even greater number of
Christian slaves from the
Ottoman ships. 

The Turkish fleet saw 80
galleys destroyed and 130
captured by the Holy
League. About 25,000 of
their men were killed or
wounded and 3,500 taken
as captives.

Coming at a crucial point
in European history, the
victory at Lepanto, one of
the most decisive naval
battles in history,
stemmed Ottoman expan-
sion in the Mediterranean
and prevented its influence
from spreading west.

The Christian victory was
far greater than anyone
had anticipated. It seemed
to many to have been a
miracle, an answer to
prayer from Our Lady
Queen of the Rosary.

All over Europe, in city,
town and village, church
bells rang out continuously
when news of the victory
was announced. 

From this, Mary was
given the new title, Our
Lady Queen of Victory, and
she is honoured in a spe-
cial way on the anniversary
date each year.

A Window
on History

Battle of Lepanto

A JOINT Catholic-Jewish commis-
sion has stressed that today’s
world leaders must acknowlege
God as Creator if they are to
establish a just society on a solid
basis.

The group pointed out a “crisis of
moral values” and “a culture of
greed” lie at the roots of the global
financial collapse.

They also listed a number of key
principles that must apply if a just
economic order is to prevail.

These included: “the universal
destination of the earth’s goods; a
culture of ‘enough’ that implies a

degree of self-limitation and mod-
esty.”

Also necessary are “responsible
stewardship; an ethical system for

allocating resources and priorities;
and the critical importance of hon-
esty and transparency.”

Ego-centricity
The commission rejected the

notion that ego-centricity or the
profit motive can be supreme in eco-
nomics.

“The purpose of an economic
order is to serve the well-being of
society,” it said. That meant “affirm-
ing the human dignity of all people,
each created in the Divine Image.”

From this comes “the obligation to
guarantee certain basic human

needs, such as the protection of life,
sustenance, clothing, housing,
health, education and employ-
ment.”

The group called on developed
countries “to recognise their respon-
sibilities and duties towards coun-
tries and societies in need.”

The 3-day meeting included repre-
sentatives from the Vatican and the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel.

In opening the meeting, Rabbi
Shear Yashuv Cohen gave thanks to
God for the historic transformation
in Catholic-Jewish relations since
Vatican Council II.

Economic collapse due to ‘crisis of moral values’

DVD Transfers
Cine films, photos and slides

transferred to DVD with music &
titles added.

Also Camcorder and video tapes
edited and transferred to DVD. 

Tel: 01 2807838, 
087-9132265.

Email: alleventsvideo@eircom.net

JOE CLANCY
— SOLICITORS —

Wills made in confidence
Tel: 01-4920464

Hong Kong
baptisms
■ Some 3,500 adults were
baptised into the Catholic
Church in Hong Kong at
Easter. They also received
Confirmation and First Holy
Communion.

In a letter for the occasion,
the local bishop, Cardinal
John Tong, said that “the
rise in the number of
Catholics is gratifying, but
the quality of their faith is
equally essential.”

Hong Kong has a Catholic
population of 363,000
Chinese and 138,000 non-
Chinese.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Classifieds: €1 per word; Box No. €3.00 extra

Breda 01-404 8187☎

●ACCOMMODATION
ALGARVE, Albuferia, Portugal. 1
bedroom lux apart, for rent. Sky
TV, shared pool, long/short term.
Tel: 087 2371716, 087 2856636.
MEDJUGORJE Beautiful 2 bed
apart. for rent, sleeps 6. 5 mins
from church. From €80 pp. per
week. Tel: 085 7233327.
MEDJUGORJE. 1+2 bed adjoin-
ing apts for rent. Sleeps 10
together, lifts, balconies, 5 mins
from church. Tel: 068 32788.
www.apartmentsinmedjugorje.com
MEDJUGORJE lrish Centre,
€280 deal for 1 week March to
November. For further info Tel:
Rol 048 82241888; UK 028
82241888.
MEDJUGORJE. 3 bedroom lux
apart to rent, all mod cons, air
con, lift, wheelchair access,
sleeps 9, 5 mins from church.
Discount rates. Tel: 086 1055388.
MEDJUGORJE. Large new 1
bedroom apart. avail. Sleeps 5. 6
mins from church. Rent reason-
able. Tel: 086 7953400.
MEDJUGORJE. Apart to rent 5
mins from church. All mod
cons/air con. Taxi can be
arranged to and from airport. Tel:
087 2870508.
MEDJUGORJE. Half board
accom. near church. Tel: 01
8333715. email: kitchenmedju-
gorje@hotmail.com
MEDJUGORJE apart to rent. All
mod cons, air con. Sleeps 4-6.
Beautiful views of Cross moun-
tain & Apparition Hill. 3 mins walk
to church. Tel: 086 8098957.
KNOCK. Lovely 1 bed bungalow.
Furnished. Bargain at €72,000.
Tel: 096 72073.
MAYO cottage, to rent, 10 mins
from Knock Shrine, 3 bedrooms,
sleeps 7. Tel: 086 2530605.
STUDENT accom. beside UCD,
full board, quality accom., for
young men, students, beside
UCD at Cleraun University

Residence, 90 Foster Ave. Home
from home. Good study atmos-
phere and facilities. Full details
www.cleraun.com or Tel: 086
8120680.
LETTERMACAWARD Co.
Donegal. Cosy 2 bedroom cot-
tage in the countryside, sleeps 6,
oil central heating, open fire, turf,
bed linen, towels supplied, near
beach, pubs, shops. High season
€240, low season €160, week-
ends €75. Tel: 074 9544403 or
087 7562467.
KNOCK Lodge B&B Knock.
Rooms en-suite, TV, tea & cof-
fee, parking. Family rooms avail.
Tel: 087 2031649.
●MISCELLANEOUS
PRIMARY teacher. To receive a
monthly e-bulletin with sugges-
tions and material for teaching
the Catholic faith please contact:
irishcatholicteachers@gmail.com
ALOE vera. Forever living prod-
ucts. Distributor: Phil Colgan 01-
6281436; 086 2437653.
DELIVERY service avail.
Dublin/Nth West/Dublin. Tel: Tom
087 2576957. 
FOR sale. Yellow 3 core exten-
sion lead. Tel: 086 1217497.
ADOPTION & foster tracing. Do
you want to trace your birth moth-
er or father? Family tree tracing.
Help is only a phone call away.
Tel: 086 0634056. 24 hrs. 7 days.
JOIN the Family & Media
Association. Stay informed! Keep
on top of the Irish media agenda
against the Church and pro life
causes. Membership only €30
per year. Tel: 086 859 3676.
Email: info@fma.ie. Website:
www.fma.ie or write to FMA, 34
Maretimo Gardens East,
Blackrock, Co Dublin. Thank you.
SACRED HEART booklet, ‘Holy
Hour of Reparation’. Excellent for
spending an hour in prayer. Only
€5. Send payment to Emmanuel
Press, 5 Lios Na Gaoithe,
Lisryan, Co Longford.
●NOVENAS
DEAR Sacred Heart of Jesus in
the past I have asked for many
favours. This time I ask you for a
special favour (request). Dear
Heart of Jesus place this request
in your broken heart where your
Father sees it. Then in his merci-

Dir. & guides to full board hotel
accom. in Garabandal. Departs 2
June & 7 July. Early booking with
€195 deposit is essential to
secure places at €395pps price.
Tel: group leader Benny Woods
086 8976569.
LOURDES 10-17 Aug, 7 nights
fully incl. €789. Contact Carmel
01 8555041 or 087 2533718.
MEDJUGORJE. Contact Carmel
Kelly 01 8555041 or 087
2533718. May 19 & 26 €649,
Sept 1 & 8 €669, Oct 6 €629.
Deposit €50. Prices fully incl.
HOLYLAND. Footsteps of St
Paul 14 days, 20 Oct 2012.
Visiting Cairo, Israel, Ephesus,
Athens €2,240 p.p.s. Fully incl
Sp. Dir Fr. Anthony Nallukunnel.
Contact Carmel 0108555041 or
0872533718.
MEDJUGORJE dentist, Dr.
Davor Planinic. White fillings,
porcelain crowns, dental
implants. High quality work &
excellent rates. In accord with
European standards. 00387
36650187; 00387 63447840.
www.dr-planinic.com.
MEDJUGORJE ex Shannon 12
May & 8 Sept. Tomatoe House.

Tel: Ann Mockler 063 90564.
INNISHANNON-Knockavi l la
Parish, Cork, Lourdes pilgrim-
age. 1-6 July. For details contact:
Premier Travel, Cork, 021-
4277700, or Breda 021 4776134.
All welcome.
MEDJUGORJE Pilgrimages
2012. 26 Sept to 3 Oct. Flying
from Dublin to Dubrovnik. €490.
For full details Tel: Rol 048
82241888. UK 028 82241888.
MEDJUGORJE Irish Centre. Win
a week’s accomm. for 4. To enter
monthly draw text the word PIL-
GRIM your name and county to
53030 in Ireland or 60777 in UK.
For info on this year’s offers tele-
phone Rol 048 82241888; UK
028 82241888.
MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage. 19
Sept, ex Knock. Sp. Dir. Fr.
Michael Gallagher, Fr. Christie
McHugh. Contact Nora 07198
51275, Anette 07497 36059.
MEDJUGORJE pilgrimage 27
June, Fr. Gerry Campbell, €629.
12 Sept with Joe Dalton & Fr.
Tony McMullan, €669. Details
Phyllis Mulligan 042 9336705 or
087 2028492.
MEDJUGORJE 8-15 Sept.
Depart Shannon. John O’Brien
061 380614. Accom near church.
SAN GIOVANNI, Medjugorje,
Loreto & Lanciano, 11-20 June.
Sp. Dir. Fr. Leo McDonnell, €829.
Dan Riordan 061 320947 or 061
397460.
SAN GIOVANNI, Loreto &
Medjugorje. 29 Sept-7 Oct with
Sp. Dir. €869. Tel: Joan Bourke
061 600951.
FRIENDS of St. Thérèse Divine
Mercy Pilgrimage, Krakow, 20 to
27 May, 23 to 30 Sept, from
£499/€549. Medjugorje 13 to 20
May, 23 to 30 Sept from £489
/€539. Tel: Danny 028 (RoI 048)
90245547; 028 (RoI 048)
21772108.
●RELIGIOUS
HOLYFACE. Reparation books,
medals, & various scapulars. Tel:
Michael Gormley 01 4920960.
MEN wanted for Catholic work in
Dublin area. Tel: Donal 085
1127625.
JESUS, Mary appear weekly in
Italy. www.roomofjesus.net;
www.blessedlentini.net

ful eyes it will become your
request, not mine. Amen. Pub
promised and request will be
granted. EJ.
●PERSONAL
MALE 68, wltm lady, 65-70 yrs
for friendship. Own modern
home & car. Box 8601.
WIDOWED man 72, fit & still
working part-time as a lorry dri-
ver. Loves to dance. Wltm widow
or single girl late 50s, 60s. Any
county in Ulster. Box 8602.
SINCERE, caring, prof, single
lady, wltm gent 65-70, from
Clare, Tipp, Limerick area, for
friendship. Box 8603.
LEINSTER male, single, hard
working, own home, NSND, wltm
nice girl for longterm relationship.
Box 8604.
NORTH Dublin male, 46, single
wltm female 30s, with view to
marriage. House proud. Photo to
086 3639466. 
SINCERE woman, 36, animal
lover, Wexford, practising
Catholic, seeks sincere, caring
man, also practising Catholic for
friendship, & possible marriage.
All replies answered. Box 8605.
PROFESSIONAL lady, sociable,
likes sports & outdoor life, wltm
social gent, 30/35, mail me at
rennes233@gmail.com
FLIPINA, 28 seeks male 30-45.
Friendship first. Box 8606.
GENT 60s, Donegal, wltm career
or prof. lady. 085 7836066.
●PILGRIMAGES
GARABANDAL from €395. All
incl. 4 day packages. Fly (mid-
day) ex Dublin to Spain with Sp.

FOYER of Light, charity, & love.
5-day silent retreats 2012
(Marthe Robin) given by Fr. Kilian
Byrne. 14-20 May, Cork €380.
23-29 July, France directed by
Mons. Keith Balthorp, UK, €345.
Cost does not include flights to
Lyon. 13-19 August, Donegal,
€380. Day of Prayer Sat 30 June,
Newry, Down. Info/booking form,
contact: Mai 041 9819074 or
Zelie 087 6188579. 
●THANKSGIVING
SINCERE thanks to Sts. Martha
& Anthony for favours received.
BS.
THANKSGIVING to St. Clare for
favours received. Liz.
●USEFUL SERVICES
FURNITURE repairs & carpentry
work. Tel: Eamon 01 4967663.
OLD photos, torn, cracked,
stained, etc. Repaired and
enlarged as new. B/W or colour.
Tel: 01 6265243, 087 2915672.
ALL unwanted home waste
removed. Cookers, fridges, beds,
suites, wardrobes, carpets, etc,
removed and disposed of in
proper manner. No job too small
or big. Contact Tommy 087
6406015.
REFACE your kitchen. We
change kitchen cabinet doors,
and worktops. Free estimates.
Tel: 01 8624647.
MATURE gardener avail. Own
tools. Southside. Reasonable.
Experienced. Jerry 01 4933348.
A NEW direction in life. Call the
life coach 087 6340905.
CHAIN saws comprehensive
range. New & used, spares &
repairs, nationwide. Esmonde
Machinery 0402 37182 or 086
8415960.
SHEEP handling equipment,
complete range supplied nation-
wide.  Also calf creep feeders,
de-horners, creep feed gates.
Esmonde Machinery 0402 37182
or 086 8415960.
TYPEWRITERS repairs, sales,
ribbons, most makes, Tel: 01
8309333.

Find your

SOULMATE
with SWAN
Single,
Widowed,
Annulled
Network
Coming events: 

bowling, mystery tour,
meals out, walks.

North & North West:
Tel: 087-600 1919 
Dublin & Leinster:
Tel: 087-613 2735
or 085-7450786

Rest of country: 
Tel: 087-6132736  
or register your interest

online at:
www.swansoulmate.com

swansoulmate@gmail.com

Biologist fathered up to 600 children
A SCIENTIST in the UK may have fathered up
to 600 children at a London fertility clinic
which he founded and operated until the early
1960s, it has emerged.

Biologist Bertold Wiesner used his own sperm
to impregnate the wives of infertile middle and
upper class men, over a period of 20 years.

His wife later destroyed the records, so that
most of those conceived there, and thousands of
their children, cannot now discover their family
and health history and their blood ties.

One critic pointed out that the use of “donor”
sperm or eggs ruptures and trivialises the rela-
tionship between parent and responsibility.

“It’s rather uncomfortable, because artificial
insemination was developed on an industrial
scale for cattle and I don’t like the feeling of hav-
ing been ‘bred’,” said David Gollancz, one of the
scientist’s many sons.

Gollancz, a barrister, found out in 1965, at the
age of 12, that he was born from a sperm
“donor”. But it was only through DNA tests that
he finally tracked down his real father.

Since then he has located 11 half-brothers and
sisters, including the Canadian film-maker, Barry

Stevens.
Some 1,500 babies were produced at the clin-

ic between 1943 and 1962, and it now seems
that Wiesner, an Austrian who died in 1972, pro-
vided about two thirds of the “donor” sperm.

According to the Daily Mail, DNA tests on 18
people conceived at the clinic showed that two
thirds were fathered by Wiesner.

Gollancz has been involved in a campaign to
stop sperm donors being anonymous, but said
he still wants further changes in the law.

“I would like to see birth certificates also car-
rying the name of the sperm or egg donor,” he
said.

He added: “Most recipient parents don’t tell
their children they are conceived this way, mean-
ing they would never know to search for a donor
father. People have a right to know about their
own history.”

Barry Stevens with a photograph of his father
Bertold Wiesner.

CLIMB FOR THE UNBORN
Croagh Patrick

5th May
More info: 

Hilary 087 6311381
hilarymacbride@yahoo.co.uk
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Solution to Alive!, St Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24.

Prize Crossword...No.159

ACROSS
1. At first the farm implement is
unwell (6)
4. Animal found in a red bag (6)
9. Rub and go is called a town
in Germany (5)
10. How to rile Sue for an easy
time! (7)
11. Elevated in rank, dignity or
position (7)
12. Warning of danger (5)
13. Formerly used as a means
of blood-letting (5)
15. Kingdom (5)
20. In aid of the country (5)
22. Copy (7)
24. The bare lot is changed for
a smoked herring (7)
25. Lowest deck in a ship (5)
26. Is rare to find a 
mountain chain (6)
27. A fly that feeds on blood (6)

DOWN
1. A reletting situation out of
bustle (6)
2. Bravery (7)
3. The house that is 
welcome to sailors (5)
5. Excite or disturb when you
tie a tag another way (7)
6. Dutch cheese (5)
7. Hire Ms. for this city in
France (6)
8. Clear grassy space in a
wood (5)
14. How the patcher becomes
part of a book (7)
16. The handbill derived from a
tall fee (7)
17. The sum in the bin will
form a cloud (6)
18. A liquid measure (5)
19. A place of worship (6)
21. An unproductive insect (5)
23. Used when playing golf (5)

✄

Hiya, Kids,
May, as you know is Our Lady’s
month, so it’s time to start thinking

once again about a May altar in our
home or classroom. I have visited some
families in past years and they had really
lovely altars.

The first thing you need, of course, is a
statue of Our Lady and some flowers – at
this time of year the wild flowers look
great. But the big thing is gathering round
the altar each evening for family prayer.

By the way, a really big feast this month.
Do you know what it is. A hint: wind and
fire.

Isn’t it lovely that the long evenings are
here again. Stay well.

Slán go fóill.

COLOURING PICTURE - WIN €10114

Last Month’s Colouring Picture Winner was:

Simplex Clues: €25 for the first correct
entry out of the bag. Entries before 16th
May. One entry per family. Winner and
answers next month.
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Name................................................
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.........................................................
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....................................Age................

Aisling

Lives of the Saints

Methodius

€25

Anne-Marie O’Mahony, Toomes West,
Macroom, Co Cork. Age 11.

April X-word Winner:
Mrs M. Sadler, Hillhead Park,

Belfast, BT11.

Following the unexpected death
of his older brother, Cyril, in
Rome in 869, a broken-hearted

Methodius resolved that he too
would abandon the world and enter
a monastery.

However, he was aware that Cyril’s
dying wish was for him to return to
the missionary work in Moravia and
complete what they had begun
together.

He decided to abandon his monas-
tic plan and return to his beloved
Slav people.

But he was prevented from doing
so due to German-influenced oppo-
sition. Instead he accepted an invi-
tation from Kocel, another Slavonic
prince in the region which is now
Serbia. 

Kocel’s invitation was partly prompt-
ed by his admiration of the two broth-
ers’ work in translating much of
Sacred Scripture into Slavonic.

After a time there Methodius was

consecrated bishop of Sirmium, an
ancient diocese near Belgrade, and
given authority over Serbo-Croatian,
Slovene, and Moravian territory.

The Germans continued to oppose
him and it now turned nasty. They
accused him of infringing on their
power and imprisoned him in a
monastery.

This lasted until Germany suffered
military defeats in Moravia. At that
point the pope intervened and
Methodius returned to his diocese
in triumph and the Germans were
forced to recognise Moravian inde-
pendence. 

This did not stop the German per-
secution of Methodius, and lan-
guage once again became the burn-
ing issue.

In 879 Methodius was summoned
to Rome to answer German charges
that he had disobeyed restrictions
on the use of Slavonic which his
enemies had succeeded in having

placed on him.
The visit again ended in triumph

for Methodius. He explained to the
Pope the missionary value of being
able to work with the people in the
language they understood and to
which there was no imperial bag-
gage attached.

Mass
The Pope gave him permission to

use Slavonic in the Mass, in
Scripture reading, and in the divine
office. He also made him head of
the hierarchy in Moravia.

While the Germans never gave up
their opposition to him, neither did
Methodius surrender to them.

It is said that he translated almost
all the Bible and the works of the
Fathers of the Church into Slavonic
before he died on 6 April in 884.

Twenty years after his death anoth-
er disaster struck the region. The
Holy Roman Empire itself and the

newly Christian Slav lands were
attacked by the Magyars, the people
who eventually made their home in
Hungary. 

The followers of Cyril and
Methodius were driven out of
Moravia. However, as with many ill
winds, this brought good in its trail. 

They moved eastwards and north-
wards and brought their Catholic
faith and their zeal with them.

The brothers’ work of spreading
Christ’s word and translating it into
Slavonic continued and laid the
foundation for Christianity in the
vast territories of Eastern Europe.

In the last century, less than ten
years after the brothers were cho-
sen as patrons of Europe, the Iron
Curtain fell, ending the latest period
of persecution.

As Blessed John Paul II said,
Christian Europe could breathe once
again with both lungs, Eastern and
Western.● Work in Moravia

P O A C H E R O A S I S
I D E E S A E
A D D E N D A T O N I C
N L N P A R R R
O P E R A T E I R E N E

U R C M T
B A D G E R C H R O M E
A E J M O
R U C H E E X T E N D S
G I C O L A O O
A U D I T T I P S T E R
I E O E E E T
N A D I R D E R I D E S

ANSWERS: 

Flowers: Lily; Tulip: Rose: Daisy; Vehicles:
Bicycle; Jeep; Tractor; Truck.

1. Mayo; 2. Our Lady appeared there with Sts
Joseph and St John, and above all, the Lamb of
God; 3. 1879; Pope John Paul II.

What are these Flowers?
L _ L _          _ U L _ P

R _ S _         _ A I _ Y

What are these Vehicles?
_ I C _ C L _      _ E _ P

T_ A _ T O _      _ R U _ K  

YYoouu hhaavvee ttoo fifinndd oouutt tthhee aannsswweerrss
1. In what county is Knock?
__________________________________

2. What happened at Knock—why do
people pray there? 
__________________________________

__________________________________

3. What year did this happen? _______

4. Can you name a famous person
who visited there exactly 100 years
later? ____________________________
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Dear Nettles,

I’m still shaken
by nightmare

Ihad a dreadful
nightmare earlier
this week and I’m

still not the better of
it.

I dreamt that all the
priests of the country,
young and old, finished breakfast one morning and
declared, “I am a missionary”. I think it was some-
thing in their porridge.

Of course they hadn’t a clue at that point what this
really involved, but they knew that making the deci-
sion, and stating it clearly, was the radical move, and
would lead to big changes in their lives.

“I was greatly surprised by the decision myself,”
said one guy, “and I’m still trying to figure out what I
have to do. But it means thinking ‘mission’, ‘evangeli-
sation’, morning, noon and night.

“I have to put the lost and the wandering sheep first,
make them my priority.

“It means finding ways to get out and go after them,
instead of waiting for them to come in; to seek them
out, to remind them of the joy and hope Jesus brings,
to try to reawaken their faith.

“Certainly I can’t neglect the sheep who still come to
church wanting to be fed, but from here on, they are
part of a much bigger picture.”

Revolution

That's what he said. I couldn’t believe it. It was
like the first rumblings of a revolution. Or like
the sound of an army moving into battle forma-

tion.
It was terrifying yet thrilling at the same time – like

a new energy surging through the Church.
Then I figured, this is such a colossal change of out-

look and lifestyle that they’ll all soon give up. They
won’t have the guts, the conviction or the zeal to keep
at it.

But instead, the idea began to take off. Their first
question each morning was, how do I evangelise
today, what concrete things can I do?

The smart ones soon realised: “I can’t do this on my
own, the whole parish, and everyone in it, will have to
be involved.

“In fact, they will have to start thinking of them-
selves as missonaries, as part of a missionary project.
The whole parish has to go on a missionary footing.”

More enthusiastic

Soon theologians, philosophers, college lecturers,
magazine editors, the lot, were thinking, “I too
am called to evangelise. And that has to give

shape to everything I do.”
Then something strange began to happen. The more

they all thought this way, the more enthusiastic they
became. It was incredible.

It was like they had found a new confidence and joy
in their own faith and a new eagerness to share it.

They had seen through the bogus vision of life
which we have done so much to spread, and were on
fire to confront and shatter it.

They had a message of joy and hope, of forgiveness,
resurrection and life, and nothing was going to stop
them getting it out to the people.

What a relief it was to wake up and realise that
nothing had changed. But it certainly stunned me to
see what could happen, and so easily.

Yours still in shock,

Dumbag
writes..!
Letters from a Master
to a Trainee Tempter

Dumbag

Ex-minister arrested in Greece
■ A former Greek Defence Minister has been arrested on
charges of money laundering. He is alleged to have accept-
ed €8m in bribes in connection with the purchase of sub-
marines from Germany in 2000, at a cost of €2.5bn.

The purchase of the submarines has contributed to the now
desperate plight of the Greek people.

The Organisation passed a
resolution that “the right of
Christians to participate
fully in public life be
ensured.”

It added that “in view of
discrimination and intoler-
ance against Christians, leg-
islation in the member States,
including labour law, equali-
ty law, laws on freedom of
expression and assembly,
and laws related to religious
communities and right of
conscientious objection
[should] be assessed.”

The OSCE resolution was
highlighted in the latest
annual report of the
Observatory on Intolerance
and Discrimination against
Christians in Europe
(OIDCE). 

The Observatory, which
monitors intolerance of
Christianity in the countries
of Europe, reported that dis-
crimination against
Christians right across the

continent is becoming a sig-
nificant problem.

But it expressed satisfac-
tion that a number of politi-
cians and international
organisations such as the
OSCE are starting to
acknowledge the injustice.

In a sample of “most strik-
ing” cases last year, it noted
how the Norwegian killer
Anders Breivik was “instan-
taneously” but wrongly
labelled a “Christian funda-
mentalist” by the world’s
media.

‘Christian equivalent’
“Anti-Christian prejudices

needed a Christian equiva-
lent to Muslim terrorism,”
said Dr. Gudrun Kugler, one
of the report’s authors.

As a result, a “thoughtless-
ly” and too-hastily attrib-
uted label “was gratefully
received by the world’s
media.”

The OIDCE report high-
lighted over 200 cases where
Christians in Europe
encountered either outright
hate crimes or legal restric-
tions, including arrests and

lawsuits, targeting their free-
dom of expression, belief
and conscience.

Catholic adoption agencies
in the UK, for example, have
had to close down because
they insisted that they could
not in conscience give chil-
dren for adoption to homo-
sexual pairs.

Earlier this year a commit-
tee of Lords and MPs in the
UK noted that the Equality
Act passed by Labour under
Tony Blair set up a “pecking
order of competing equali-
ties.” In every case the reli-
gious rights of Christians
come last.

Speaking on Vatican Radio,
Martin Kugler, the head of
the Observatory, pointed to
increasing limitations on the

legal right of Christians to
speak out on issues of con-
cern. 

“Medical staff in a hospital
should be able to refuse col-
laboration in certain acts
which they consider unethi-
cal, like abortion, euthana-
sia, sterilisations,” he said. 

“This human right, which
is called conscientious objec-
tion, is not really granted in
some of the EU member
states.”

As a result, some medical
professions, are being “step
by step closed up for
Christians if they really take
their faith seriously.” Also
affected are midwives, doc-
tors, nurses and pharmacists.

For Kugler, “raising aware-
ness” is the first step in
countering anti-Christian
religious discrimination.

The OIDCE report was
welcomed by Bishop
András Veres of Hungary on
behalf of the commission of
the EU’s Catholic bishops.

It confirmed, he said, “how
some values and fundamen-
tal rights proper to Europe,
such as freedom of religion
and the legal recognition of
our Churches, are far from
being an established reality
in some nations of the conti-
nent.”

Report details anti-Christian
discrimination in Europe

THE Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) has acknowledged that anti-Christian discrimi-
nation has become a serious problem right across
Europe, and has called for public debate about it.

Anders Breivik

OVER 400 women recently took part in a
demonstration at the Dáil to protest a bid
by Clare Daly TD to legalise the killing of
unborn children in Ireland, via a Private
Member’s bill.

Organisers handed in a letter for all TDs
and senators, citing what they called “con-
clusive medical evidence that abortion is not
needed in order to save women’s lives.”

The letter stated that the past 20 years had
shown that Irish women’s lives were protect-
ed without recourse to abortion and that,
according to the UN, Ireland was, in fact, the
safest place in the world for a mother to

have a baby.
Niamh Uí Bhriain of the Life Institute

addressed the gathering. She pointed out
that the majority of Irish people are opposed
to the law allowing the killing of unborn chil-
dren in Ireland.

“We are the women of Ireland who refuse
to allow a minority of left-wing ideologues to
misrepresent our views,” said Ms Uí Bhriain.

“We are the women who say, when a crisis
pregnancy arises, eliminate the crisis and
not the child.”

Mr Terence Flanagan TD and Senator Jim
Walsh met the group to listen to their con-
cerns.

400 women take part
in prolife demo at Dáil

Saints Pio,
Gerard &

Philomena
7-night pilgrimage
06 August - €869 
– meals included

Contact Joe Walsh
Tours (01) 2410800


